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From  Liiberia. 


RETURN  OP  1 

The  United  States  Steam  Frigate 
Niagara,  Commander  J.  S.  Chaun- 
cey,  arrived  on  Saturday,  December 
lith,  from  Monrovia,  Liberia,  at 
New  York.  This  noble  vessel  v.'as 
designated  by  the  Government  to 
convey  the  Africans  captured  in  the 
Echo,  alias  the  Putnam,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Maffit,  and  brought  into  Charles- 
ton. The  “ Niagara’’  lefcNew  York 
September  12th,  sailed  with  the  re- 
captured Africans  from  Charleston 
on  the  21st,  and  having  touched  at 
Porto  Grande  and  Porto  Praya,  and 
obtained  supplies  of  coal,  water 
and  medicines,  arrived  at  Monrovia 
on  the  8th  of  November.  Ample 
supplies  of  medicines,  clothing  and 
provisions  and  all  necessary  stores 
were  put  on  board  of  the  Niagara, 
by  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, which  with  the  Africans  were 
landed  at  Monrovia  the  day  after 
their  arrival. 

Dr.  Thomas  Rainey  was  appoint- 
ed special  agent  by  the  President, 
1 


HE  NIAGARA. 

ij  to  superintend  these  Africans  on 
j their  passage  and  deliver  them  to 
the  agent  of  the  Society  in  Liberia. 
This  gentleman,  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  the  Government,  has 
returned  in  the  “Niagara.”  After 
' the  departure  of  this  ship,  the  Presi- 
: dent  appointed  the  Rev.  John  Seys, 

^ (who  had  previously  held  the  office, 

; and  as  missionary  resided  many 
I years  in  Africa,)  “Agent  for  Recap- 
I tured  Africans  on  the  African  Coast,” 

‘ and  he  sailed  for  Liberia,  Nov.  1st,  in 
the  “Mary  Caroline  Stevens.”  Con- 
; sidering  the  fearful  cruelties  of  the 
i slave  trade,  and  the  terrible  sufier- 
ings  endured  by  these  Africans  in 
the  confined  hold  of  the  sl^e  ship, 
a great  mortality  among  them  was 
to  have  been  expected.  Says  Dr. 
Rainey : 

“ Long  confinement,  bad  air,  herd- 
ing like  swine,  and  crouching  under 
a low  slave  deck,  not  above  four 
feet  high,  in  addition  to  salt  food, 
very  deficient  in  quantity,  want  of 
exercise  and  cruel  treatment  gener- 
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ally,  had  wrought  upon  them  most  ) 
disastrously.  Many  of  them  were  ; 
reduced  to  the  last  stages  of  disease  ■ 
when  landed  from  the  slaver.”  | 

The  salt  provisions  on  which  they  j 
lived  mostly  from  the  time  they  were 
taken  from  Africa  on  board  the 
slaver,  and  their  dreadful  confine- 
ment in  that  vessel,  bred  the  scurvy, 
and  a variety  of  dangerous  diseases, 
so  that  seventy-one  died  on  their 
passage  in  the  “Niagara.”  By  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  the  Society 
had  nothing  to  do  with  these  Afri- 
cans until  after  they  were  landed  in 
Monrovia;  and  it  was  understood 
that  the  best  provision  would  be 
made  by  the  Government  for  their 
health  and  comfort  during  the  voy- 
age. Doubtless  such  were  the  in- 
tentions both  of  the  President  and 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
but  with  so  fine  and  large  a ship,  the 
causes  for  such  extraordinary  and 
unexpected  mortality  among  these 
poor  Africans  should  be  ascertained. 

Dr.  Rainey  says : 

“ I trust  that  I shall  never  again 
witness  such  scenes  of  suffering  as 
we  found  among  these  people  for 
forty-eight  days.  The  heartlessness 
aud  cruelty  of  a system  resulting  in 
so  many  slow  and  torturing  deaths, 
must  be  palpable  to  every  properly 
constituted  mind  and  heart,  and 
cannot  fail  to  enlist  a corrective 
sympathy,  unless  men  are  wholly  ^ 
hardened  to  vice  and  lost  to  the 
shame  of  crime.” 

“Dr.  Rainey  states  that  the  ship 
was  one  month  from  Charleston  to 
St.  Vincent,  and  forty-eight  days  i 
from  her  departure  from  Charleston  | 
to  Monrovia  via  Porto  Praya.  She  i 


was  most  of  the  time  under  sail,  and 
experienced  a southern  wind  for 
sixteen  consecutive  days,  which  kept 
her  very  high  up  north. 

“He  delivered  but  two  hundred 
negroes  to  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  and  four  of  these  died 
before  the  ship  left.  He  states  that 
there  were  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  originally  shipped  from  the 
mouth  of  ihe  Congo  river.  Most  of 
them  were  Congos,  some  Kabendas, 
some  Miquombas,  many  from  the 
interior  tribes  of  the  provinces  of 
Loanda  and  Loango  *,  w'hile  there 
are  probably  fifteen  tribes  in  all. 
The  Kabendas*'are  by  far  the  most 
intelligent.  He  says  that  when  any 
one  of  them  became  sick  on  board 
he  died.  They  took  medicine  with- 
! out  an  objection,  as  if  they  liked  it, 

I especially  under  the  luring  guise  of 
j alcohol. 

j “ In  regard  to  the  provisions  made 
I to  receive  them.  Dr.  Rainey  says: 
“The  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety have  several  large  and  commo- 
dious Receptacles  for  colonists  and 
captives  in  various  parts  of  Liberia. 
The  one  in  Monrovia  is  ample  for 
I the  two  hundred  negroes  delivered, 
i and  is  handsomely  located  at  the 
I head  of  ‘ Broadw^ay,’  on  a black 
: horneblend  rock  turn  hundred  feet 
high,  overlooking  Stockton,  creek 
and  St.  Paul  river.  The  Society  have 
expended  considerable  sums  of 
, money  in  preparing  for  the  reception 
j of  such  cargoes,  and  are  represented 
j by  intelligent  and  good  men  as  agents 
! and  physicians.  There  is  reason  to 
! believe  that  they  w'ill  take  good  care 
! of  the  ‘ Echo’s’  people;  yet  a little 
I watching  will  do  no  harm,  as  many 
i complain  that  the  Society  keep 
I nearly  all  of  the  money  in  America, 
and  send  them  goods  only.  This  is 
doubtless  exaggerated ; for  no  one 
can  enter  any  part  of  the  Republic 
of  Liberia  without  being  forcibly  im- 
pressed with  the  mighty  changes 
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which  this  little  voluntary  Society  jj 
have  tnade  in  that  benighted  land,  I 
and  without  blessing  its  founders 
and  supporters  for  having  effectual-  | 
ly  redeemed  six  hundred  miles  of 
coast,  of  the  former  favorite  slaving 
ground,  from  the  curse  of  the  slave 
trade.  Effectually,  I say,  except  so  | 
far  as  the  French  are  concerned, 
who  conduct  a veritable  slave  trade 
under  the  guises  of  legal  emigration, 
based  upon  the  right  of  every  citizen 
of  a Republic  to  expatriate  himself.” 
The  population  of  Monrovia,  Dr. 
Rainey  represents  to  be  “ as  virtuous, 
orderly,  and  well  conducted  as  can 
be  found  in  any  country.”  He  made  i! 
a short  trip  up  the  St.  Paul’s,  find-  !| 
ing  the  first  few  miles  “ covered  with  jl 
a low,  dense  growth  of  mangroves,  H 
from  which  the  most  noxious  efflu-  ji 
via  arises,  generating  intermittents, 
and  coupled  with  other  causes,  pro- 
ducing also  the  much  dreaded  ma-  ! 
lignant  African  fever.  The  state-  j 
rnents,  however,  which  we  have  re-  | 
garding  those  diseases,  are  ridicu-  | 
lously  exaggerated.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  fever  is  simply  an  endemic 
malarious  intermittent,  of  a type  by 
no  means  as  deleterious  or  of  half 
so  rapid  a culmination  as  the  con- 
gestive fever  of  the  Missouri  river  I 
bottoms.  Beyond  seven  miles,  how-  I 
ever,  the  country  becomes  high  and 
rolling  on  both  banks,  affording 
good  water  and  healthful  drainage,  | 
while  it  is  covered  with  rich  and  ! 
very  productive  soil  over  a substra-  i 
turn  of  ferruginous  sandstone,  and  i 
in  places  horneblend,  in  which  lime  | 
largely  predominates.  I inspected 
the  banks  closely  for  twenty  miles,  | 
and  passed  through  some  large  and  j 
flourishing  coffee  and  sugar  estates,  * 
and  through  fields  of  very  good 
corn.  I examined  two  large  steam  I 
sugar  rxiills,  made  in  Brooklyn.  One  | 
of  them  is  erected  at  the  expense  of 
the  government,  and  grinds  corn 


and  manufactures  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses, and  makes  corn  meal,  on 
shares  with  the  people.  The  cane 
is  of  an  excellent  quality.  The 
coffee  tree  bears  a large  berry,  and 
far  more  profusely  than  any  that  I 
have  seen  in  Brazil.  One  man,  Mr. 
Plooper,  a protege  of  our  late  lam- 
ented Downing,  has  eighteen  thou- 
sand trees  in  bearing.  But  as  money, 
especially  specie,  is  scarce  in  the 
country,  he  told  me  that  he  would 
be  able  to  gather  from  only  five  or 
six  thousand  trees,  thus  losing  many 
thousand  dollars,  as  the  coffee  is 
exceedingly  highly  prized  and  readi- 
ly commands  twenty  cents  per  pound 
in  Monrovia. 

“ The  river  is  most  densely  popu- 
lated. The  whole  district  is  high 
and  healthy.  Fine  brick  houses  ap- 
pear all  along  the  stream,  in  Cald- 
well, New  Georgia,  Clay-Ashland, 
Virginia,  Louisiana,  and  the  many 
other  flourishing  settlements  which 
I passed.  The  settlers  seem  to  be 
thrifty  and  happy,  notwithstanding 
several  tribes  of  the  colonists  com- 
plain of  caste,  and  say  that  the  Vir- 
ginians are  ‘ most  too  high-headed, 
and  are  all  the  time  claiming  that 
they  are  the  quality  of  Liberia.’  I 
saw  beyond  these  settlements  the 
low  ranges  of  mountains,  stretching 
away  to  the  south,  on  the  first  bench 
of  which  the  Society  have  a large 
acclimating  hospital  and  farm,  called 
Careysburg.  Scarcely  any  of  the 
colonists  remain  in  Monrovia,  but 
nearly  all  proceed  to  this  place,  or 
to  Robertsport  at  Cape  Mount.  Li- 
beria is  evidently  advancing  ; and  if 
she  can  only  be  protected  by  Chris- 
tendom from  the  outrages  which 
France  is  practising  on  her,  and 
which  cause  nine-tenths  of  the  in- 
terior wars  that  weaken  her,  she 
will  rapidly  assume  a position  of 
much  interest  to  us  and  to  the  world, 
in  trade  as  well  as  in  the  progress 
of  civilization.  I have  n«where  else 
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seen  a place  on  earth  so  well  fitted 
for  the  hopeful  developement  of  the 
colored  man  as  Liberia.  A general 
remark  to  me  by  colonists  was,  ‘ This, 
sir,  is  a great  country  for  darkies.’ 

I was  most  forcibly  impressed  with 
the  fact,  especially  after  leaving  the 
poverty  stricken  and  begging  popu- 
lation of  the  Cape  Verdes,  that  but 
one  single  soul  asked  me  for  alms 
during  the  nine  days  that  I was  on 
shore.” 

Of  course,  as  the  “Niagara”  re- 
mained but  a few  days  upon  the 
coast,  the  observations  of  Dr.  Rainey 
were  necessarily  very  partial  and 
limited,  but  as  an  intelligent  stranger 
he  is  disposed  to  acknowledge  his 
favorable  impressions  of  the  people 
and  government  of  Liberia. 

By  the  “ Niagara,”  letters  are  re- 
ceived from  President  Benson,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Dennis,  Agent  of  the  Society, 
dated  Nov.  15th,  and  from  Dr.  H.  J. 
Roberts,  of  the  16th,  from  Hon.  J. 
H.  Paxton,  Superintendent  of  Ca- 
reysburg,  of  the  11th,  and  Charles 
Deputie,  of  the  10th  of  the  same 
month.  In  his  letter  to  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary,  President  Benson, 
having  mentioned  the  arrival  of  the 
“Niagara”  and  the  landing  of  the 
200  Africans,  observes : 

“ The  making  of  so  liberal  provi- 
sion for  the  recaptives,  and  the 
sending  them  out  in  so  fine  a vessel 
by  the  United  States  Government, 
demonstrate  a generosity  and  mag- 
nanimity worthy  of  so  great  a nation 
and  its  distinguished  Chief  Magis- 
trate. 

“ You  will  perceive  that  the  pas- 
sage has  been  very  lengthy,  (49 
days,)  and  the  mortality  great  among 
the  poor  creatures,  seventy  having 
died  on  the  passage. 


“ I would  write  to  you  more  fully 
by  this  conveyance,  but  1 have  been 
laboring  under  an  attack  of  bilious 
fever  for  the  last  ten  days,  and  am 
still  feeble.  I must  not,  however, 
omit  to  mention  that  our  intercourse 
with  the  accomplished  Captain  and 
officers  of  the  irigate  has  been  of  a 
very  pleasant  nature,  as  also  with 
Dr.  Rainey,  the  United  States  Spe- 
cial Agent.”  # # * 

•President  Benson  received  as- 
surances from  the  Commander  of 
the  “ Niagara”  and  Dr.  Rainey,  of 
their  interest  in  Liberia,  and  their 
desire  to  promote  its  prosperity  on 
their  return  to  the  United  States. 

“ * * Their  arrival 

I here  was  very  opportune,  for  in  a 
few  days  after  Chevalier,  the  French 
Emigration  Agent,  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Mount,  and  com- 
menced his  nefarious  business  ; and 
the  officers  aforesaid  being  at  this 
port  have  been  made  cognizant  of 
the  nature  of  the  impositions  prac- 
ticed upon  us  by  those  emigrant 
ships,  and  of  the  slenuous  etforts 
employed  by  this  Government  for 
the  prevention  of  the  system  within 
our  jurisdiction.  They  have  wit- 
nessed some  of  our  efforts,  and  they 
have  promised  to  make  representa- 
tion of  the  matter  to  the  United 
States  Government,  and  enlist  their 
sympathy  in  our  behalf.”  * * 

We  learn  that  some  important  aid 
was  afforded  t©  Liberia  by  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  “Niagara;”  but  we  be- 
lieve that  the  gift  by  our  Government 
of  a small  armed  steamer  to  the  Li- 
! berian  authorities,  with  a supply  of 
! ammunition,  would  be  among  the 
most  effectual  means  to  be  adopUd 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

“The  French  Commodore  is  ex- 
I pected  here  in  a day  or  tw'o  to  dis- 
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cuss  and  adjust  the  affair  of  the  Re-  j 
gina  Coeli;  what  the  issue  of  his 
visit  will  be  we  cannot  as  yet  tell; 
hut,  sir,  we  are  prepared  with  forti-  ; 
tude,  courage,  and  determination  : 
fer  any  emergency,  if  not  with 
means  and  men,  and  we  have  fully 
determined  to  live  as  freemen  here, 
or  die  in  the  attempt  of  doing  so, 

“ Our  public  affairs  are  moving  on 
smoothly;  industry  and  enterprise 
are  on  the  advance;  money,  how- 
ever is  very  scarce,  which  prevents 
this  Government  from  doing  many 
things  that  could  be  profitably  done  ' 
in  and  for  the  country.” 

Mr.  Dennis  was  at  Careysburg ! 
when  the  Niagara”  arrived,  but 
came  down  to  Monrovia  on  the  10th,’ ' 
and  found  the  Africans  already  land- 
ed and  placed  in  the  Receptacle. 
He  writes  to  the  Financial  Secretary: 

“ You  will  perceive  from  this,  that  | 
all  were  landed  previous  to  my  re-  j 
turn.  The  reason  why  this  was 
done  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  com- 
munications from  the  captain  and 
from  the  United  States  special  agent ; 
copies  of  which  you  will  find  en-  i 
closed.  # # # # 

“If  an  opportunity  offer  and  I; 
can  do  so  with  safety  to  them,  I ■ 
purpose  forwarding  some  to  Cape 
Palmas  and  some  to  Cape  Mount, 
and  some  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Careysburg.  I don’t  think  it  pru- 
dent, in  view  of  their  feebleness,  to  I 
remove  them  for  some  weeks  to  | 
come.  I shall  try  to  do  the  best  1 1 
can  for  their  benefit,  and  hope  to  ; 
he  able,  in  some  degree  at  least,  to  | 
give  some  satisfaction.  * * * 

“The  store-house  at  Careysburg! 
is  completed.  The  Receptacle,  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  bad  ' 
weather,  will  not  be  completed  un-| 
til  late  in  December  or  January.  ! 
Not  having  any  one  here  able  to  ^ 
determine  the  position  of  the  settle-  j 


ment  in  a right  line  from  any  given 
point  on  the  river,  without  the  aid 
of  rockets  and  blue  lights,  the  in- 
tended wagon  road  has  not  been 
commenced,  though  I have  been 
trying  more  than  a month  to  get 
some  one  to  give  a direct  line  to  the 
settlement  from  the  river.  It  would 
be  a waste  of  money  to  commence 
the  road  without.  This  difficulty  is 
now  obviated;  the  captain  of  the 
Niagara  has  kindly  given  me  a few 
rockets  and  blue-lights  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  we  shall  now  soon  get  a 
straight  line  and  commence  on  the 
road. 

“ Up  to  this  time  there  has  been 
some  ten  deaths  of  the  last  company 
to  Careysburg,  and  I am  sorry  to 
say  that  Mr.  Daniel  Urey  is  of  the 
number.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
valuable  men  of  the  company,  and 
I looked  forward  with  hope  to  his 
usefulness  and  example  in  that  new 
settlement.  Dr.  Snowden,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Paxton,  has  no  doubt  in- 
formed you  of  the  names  of  those 
who  have  died.  # # # 

“ I have  disposed  of  the  old  sugar 
mill  for  three  hundred  dollars.  Mr. 

A.  F.  Russell  bought  it  a day  or  two 
ago.  * # # 

“ You  will  probably  learn  from 
some  source  (hat  there  is  another 
French  vessel  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Gallinas  collecting  emigiants. — 
The  news  reached  here  some  five 
days  ago.  An  English  war  steamer 
being  in  port,  at  the  request  of  the 
President,  took  Hon.  F.  Payne  up  | 
to  Gallina>  to  ascertain  the  facts  re-  i 
specting  this  Frenchman.  He  has 
returned  and  reports  him  to  be  ac- 
tually engaged  in  taking  emigrants, 

(as  they  are  called,)  on  board.  I 
have  not  learned  all  the  particulars 
of  this  mutter,  and  I don’t  know 
what  means  the  Government  will 
adopt  to  prevent  this  kind  of  slave 
traffic  on  our  coast.  We  have  no 
armed  vessels,  and  no  money  to 
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build  or  buy  them.  Our  little  Lark,  i| 
sent  to  England  for  repairs,  has  j 
been  condemned,  and  is  now  lying  i; 
in  some  dock  in  England.  We  are  | 
not  able  to  keep  standing  armies  at  1 
the  different  points  where  emigrant!; 
slaves  are  procured  from  the  chiefs.  !| 
If  the  French  persist  in  the  violation  jl 
of  our  laws  in  taking  away  these  || 
natives,  none  can  tell  the  end  of  | 
these  things.  The  news  is  current  i| 
in  town  that  a French  commodore  !| 
is  on  his  way  to  Liberia  with  in-  ji 
structions  from  his  government  to  !| 
settle  the  difficulty  of  the  Regina  !j 
C(bH.  It  is  said  that  the  French  i| 
intend  demanding  indemnity  for  the  || 
loss  of  the  cargo  and  emigrants,  1 
from  that  vessel.  This'  is  wonder-  I 
full  I suppose  the  Emperor  intends  ! 
making  ‘ might  right’  in  this  case. !; 
We  commit  our  cause  into  the  hands  jj 
of  Him  who  rules  the  destinies  ofil 
nations,  and  will  remain  firm  at  our  !' 
posts  and  die  in  the  discharge  of  our 
duty.  !| 

“ I have  made  inquiries  about  the  |! 
price  of  Liberia  coffee,  and  find  that  || 
nowhere  in  Liberia  can  coffee  be  jj 
bought  for  the  price  set  down  by  || 
Mr.  Cowan.  ;| 

“The  English  mail  steamers  have  j 
stopped  calling  at  this  port.  Cape  j 
Palmas  has  been  substituted.  This 
will  operate  against  our  merchants 
in  getting  their  supplies  from  Eng-  I 
land.  ■ 

“I  have  not  been  able  to  take  a 
copy  of  this  letter ; it  has  been  r 
penned  under  great  disadvantage,  ij 
and  I hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  j 
overlook  the  errors.”  | 

Dr.  Roberts  having  mentioned 
that  the  recaptured  Africans  would 
probably  be  obliged  to  remain  for 
some  time  in  the  Receptacle,  owing 
I to  their  diseased  condition,  speaks 
•f  a partial  supply  of  medicines 


furnished  at  his  request  by  Captain 
Chauncey.  Dr.  Roberts  writes — 

“ I fear  I shall  lose  several  more, 
as  there  is  great  prostration  among 
many  of  them  yet.  The  change  of 
situation  has  operated  favorably 
on  them,  and  generally  they  are 
already  decidedly  improving. 

“Nothing  I assure  you  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  get  them,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  in  a good  and 
healthy  condition.  After  they  have 
recruited,  and  their  general  health 
improved,  some  will  most  probably 
remove  to  Robertsport,  some  to 
Cape  Palmas,  and  some  to  Green- 
ville, Sinou. 

“Teachers  will  be  immediately 
employed,  both  male  and  female, 
for  their  instruction. 

“ We  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  the 
engagement  entered  into  between 
the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  on  their  behalf. 

“We  hope  before  this,  Liberia 
stands  honorably  acquitted  before 
the  civilized  world  so  far  as  her 
Chief  Magistrate  and  citizens  were 
most  erroneously  and  maliciously 
charged  as  tolerating  or  conniv- 
ing  at  the  slave  trade. 

I “Would  you  believe  it,  sir,  that 
last  week  a French  immigrant  ship 
again  came  into  Grand  Cape  Mount 
and  commenced  to  purchase  slaves. 

I The  Government,  on  being  advised 
of  the  fact,  immediately  despatched 
an  o^cer  on  board  of  H.  B.  M. 

i steamship  the to  the  seat  of 

this  outrage.  It  was  found  that 
j several  slaves,  alias  emigrants,  had 
been  purchased,  one  of  whom  proved 
to  be  an  apprentice  of  one  of  our 
farmers.  This  youth  was  redeemed 
by  the  officers,  and  on  no  other  con- 
dition would  the  Frenchman  con- 
sent to  part  with  him.  The  ransom 
therefore  was  paid  down,  and  the 
youth  is  now  again  in  the  city  of 
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Monrovia,  redeemed  from  the  j 
clutches  of  the  slave  hunter — for! 
we  can  consider  this  French  emi- ; 
grant  system  in  no  other  light.  I 

“ What  are  we  to  do,  when  a 
nation  of  the  power  of  France  thus 
takes  advantage  of  our  weakness.^ 
It  is  left  only  for  us  to  appeal  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  .Christian  world. 
But  I cannot  think  the  Government 
of  France  will  support  her  subjects 
in  violating  the  laws  of  a nation 
with  whom  she  has  an  honorable 
treaty.” 

The  Flon.  J.  H.  Paxton,  writing 
from  Careysburg,  states  that  the  set- 
tlement still  prospers  to  some  de- 
gree, that  many  of  the  late  immi- 
grants have  built  their  houses  and 
some  moved  into  them,  and  others 
soon  to  follow  ; that  there  have  been 
eight  marriages  among  them;  that 
they  are  generally  improving  in 
health  ; that  the  store-house,  com-  i 
menced  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Den- ! 
nis,  has  been  completed,  with  the  | 
exception  of  the  inside  work;  Mrs.  } 
Biggin’s  people  are  well,  and  labor-  i 
mg  daily — they  seem  to  be  pretty  j 
well  satisfied  with  their  new  home.  | 

Two  of  the  native  chiefs  had,  at  | 
Mr.  Paxton’s  request,  arrested  and  I 


I delivered  to  the  authorities  of  Libe- 
! ria  those  guilty  of  the  murder  of  a 
I Krooman  in  May  last,  some  twenty 
, miles  from  Careysburg.  A Recep- 
I tacle,  64  feet  by  36  feet,  is  now  in 
! the  course  of  erection,  which  will 
{supply  good  accommodations  for 
I future  emigrants.  The  road  from 
j the  St.  Paul’s  to  this  settlement  is 
I looked  for  with  deep  interest. 

I Charles  Depulie  writes  from  Ca- 
, reysburg,  that  the  people  there  have 
no  cause  of  complaint;  that  Mr. 

I Paxton  has  taken  great  pains  to 
(make  the  people  comfortable,  and 
! to  assist  them  to  get  their  houses 
I ready,  and  to  carry  out  the  plans  of 
jMr.  Seys;  to  keep  up  the  regula- 
I tions,  to  encourage  industry,  put 
(down  vice,  and  extend  the  hand  of 
friendship  to  the  natives — and  this 
has  all  been  done. 

“My  family  are  all  living: — wife 
and  five  children.  The  health  of  the 
place  is  good.  I have  married  nine 
couples  among  the  last  immigrants. 
Some  are  in  their  own  houses.  The 
i people  are  industrious,  and  the  place 
j will  flourish  if  we  continue  so.  Our 
! land  is  close  to  the  settlement,  which 
I is  of  great  importance.” 


The  African  Slave  Trade. 


It  appears  from  the  Augusta 
Chronicle  of  the  16ih  instant,  which  j 
learns  the  fact  from  reliable  authori- 
ty, that  about  two  hundred  Africans,  ; 
from  the  slave  cargo  of  the  “ Wan- ! 
derer,”  are  now  on  a plantation  in 
South  Carolina,  two  or  three  miles  I 
below  that  city,  in  the  Savannah 


river,  having  been  brought  there  a 
few  days  previously,  on  board  a 
steamboat,  from  some  point  near 
Savannah.  Citizens  of  Augusta  are 
stated  to  be,  probably,  interested  in 
the  enterprize,  and  those  brought 
up  the  river  were  supposed  to  be 
their  share  of  the  spoils,  and  to  have 
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been  distributed  on  their  plantations.  ] 
It  is  generally  hinted  that  this  is  j 
the  third  cargo  landed  by  the  same  i 
company  during  the  last  six  months,  | 

“ One  of  our  citizens  has  bought  i 
a slave  from  the  lot  recently  laiided  j 
just  below  this  city,  for  which  he  j 
paid  $25®.  He  is  a stout  boy  about  I 
fourteen  years  old,  and  considerable  I 
curiosity  has  been  manifested,  this  j 
morning,  to  see  the  ‘distinguished! 
visitor.’  ” I 

The  Columbus  (Ga.)  Enquirer  | 
says : i 

“ One  of  the  negroes  from  the  i 
Wanderer  was  brought  to  this  city  ; 
on  Monday,  by  a gentleman  who  ! 
obtained  liim  from  the  lot  carried  j 
up  the  Savannah  river.  He  is  rep- 1 
resented  to  be  a likely  and  very  tract- 
able young  fellow.” 

Georgia  newspapers  (says  the  N.  * 
Y.  Journal  of  Commerce)  generally  I 
offer  very  little  encouragement  to! 
this  business,  though  one  journal,  j 
the  Augusta  Despatch,  openly  at-  j| 
tempts  its  defence.  The  Despatch  Ij 
thinks  the  time  will  come  when  “ the  l! 


entertained  not  the  slightest  sus- 
picion that  she  was  anything  else 
than  what  she  appeared  to  be,  a 
pleasure  yateh  on  a pleasure  excur- 
sion. There  appears  as  yet  no  evi- 
dence that  any  slaves  were  brought 
in  her,  and  yet  a mere  pleasure  voy- 
age to  the  Congo  river,  of  all  places 
in  the  w'orld,  seems  the  least  prob- 
able. At  any  rate  she  could  not 
have  brought  anything  like  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  which  has  been  stated^ 
Not  more  than  80  could  have  been 
kept  on  board,  and  it  does  not  seem 
probable  that  this  number,  or  even 
a quarter  part  of  them,  could  have 
been  brought  without  some  traces 
of  them  being  found.  The  prose- 
cutions which  have  been  instituted 
will  probably  bring  out  the  truth. 
If  it  was  in.  reality  a slave  ex})editiony 
it  was  one  of  the  most  adroit  and 
successful  pieces  of  villany  ever  de- 
signed or  consummated.” 

The  arrival  of  the  Wanderer  and 
the  landing  of  her  cargo  of  slaves, 
was  announced  by  the  Savannah 
Republican,  December  11th.  Thirs 
yaich  v/as  arrested  at  New  York 
some  time  ago,  under  suspicion  that 


South  will  make  it  [the  slave  trade]  I 
the  right  arm  of  her  legitimate  com- 1 
merce  1”  The  Augusta  Chronicle; 


she  was  intended  for  the  slave  trade,. 
It  is  stated  that  the  U.  S.  Attorney 
has  taken  measures  to  arrest  the 


and  Savannah  Republican  are  vehe-  i 
mently  opposed  to  the  iniquity.  j 
The  Boston  Traveler  of  the  16th 
of  December,  says: 

“The  question  in  regard  to  the 
yatch  Wanderer,  which  is  said  to 
have  landed  a cargo  of  slaves  on  an 
unfrequented  part  of  the  coast  of 
Georgia,  is  most  singular.  This 
vessel  has  certainly  been  to  the  slave 
coast  of  Africa,  where  her  comman- 
der has  exchanged  hospitalities  with 
the  officers  of  the  English  cruisers 
on  the  station,  who  appear  to  have 


offenders,  and  that  three  of  them, 
(one  American  and  two  Spaniards,) 
are  in  prison. 

“ The  Washington  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says  : ‘ TheWanderer  (slaver) 
case  was  deliberately  made  as  an 
experiment  to  test  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  United  Stales  laws 
against  the  slave  trade.  Mr.  Lamar 
of  Georgia,  gave  notice  to  Secretary 
Cobb  that  the  case  would  be  made.’ 

“ Senator  Wilson  introduced  a 
resolution  which  was  adopted  in  the 
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Senate  on  Thursday,  calling  on  the 
President  for  information  concern- 
ing this  landing  of  slaves.” 

The  Washington  Union  expresses 
“ the  horror  and  disgust  of  an  honest 
and  law-abiding  people  at  such 
scenesof  recklessness,  depravity,  and 
fanaticism  butsubsequently  adds  : 

“ If  the  people  of  Georgia  are  de- 
termined to  import  slaves  and  to 
make  slaves,  the  Federal  authorities 
will  be  confined  in  their  efforts  to 
suppress  the  traffic  wholly  to  the 
high  seas,  where  their  jurisdiction 
is  complete.” 

We  see  not  how  jurisdiction 
could  be  more  complete,  than  that 
of  the  United  States  Government 
over  this  subject,  and  we  rejoice  to 
observe  from  the  Savannah  Repub- 
lican that  it  has  “ instituted  ener- 
getic measures  for  the  vindication 
of  the  laws  in  this  case.  It  has  em- 
ployed Judge  Henry  B.  Jackson  as 
associate  counsel,  who  with  its  very 
efficient  District  Attorney,  is  now 
engaged  in  a vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  investigation.  The  public 
have  an  assurance,  in  the  well 
known  character  of  these  gentlemen, 
that  no  effort  will  be  withheld  to 
ferret  out  the  facts  and  bring  the 
offenders  to  trial.  They  will  do 
their  whole  duty,  without  regard  to 
the  efforts  that  may  be  made  to 
prejudice  the  public  mind  against 
an  enforcement  of  the  law.” 

The  following  sections  are  taken 
from  the  Act  of  Congress,  20th 
April,  1818,  to  be  found  in  3d  Stat. 
450: 

Penalty  for  importing  JVegroes  into 
the  United  States  to  he  held  in 
slavery. 

Sec.  6.  If  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever shall,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 


I this  act,  bring  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever, any  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of 
i color,  from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place  or 
, country,  or  from  sea,  or  shall  hold,  sell, 

! or  otherwise  dispose  of,  any  such  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  so  brought  in, 

I as  a slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or 
labor,  or  be  in  anywise  aiding  or  abetting 
I therein,  every  person  so  offending  shall, 
j on  conviction  thereof  by  due  course  of 
I law,  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  of- 
I fence,  a sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
I nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  one 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  and 
the  other  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  per- 
isons  who  shall  sue  for  such  forfeiture, 
j and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect;  and, 

I moreover,  shall  suffer  imprisonment  for  a 
: term  not  exceeding  seven  years  nor  less 
than  three  years. 

Penalty  for  purchasing  or  selling 
.JTegroes  imported. 

Sec.  7.  If  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever shall  hold,  purchase,  sell  or  other- 
wise dispose  of,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  color,  for  a slave  or  to  be  held 
to  service  or  labor,  who  shall  have  been 
imported  or  brought  in,  in  any  way,  from 
any  foreign  kingdom,  place  or  country,  or 
from  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  State 
I immediately  adjoining  to  the  United  States, 
" into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  every  person  so 
offending,  and  every  person  aiding  or 
abetting  therein,  shall  severally  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  every  negro,  mulatto  or  person 
; of  color,  so  held,  purchased,  sold,  or  dis- 
posed of,  one  thousand  dollars,  one  moiety 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons 
who  may  sue  for  such  forfeiture,  and 
prosecute  the  same  to  effect,  and  to  stand 
committed  until  the  said  forfeiture  be 
paid:  Provided,  That  the  aforesaid  forfeit- 
^ ure  shall  not  extend  to  the  purchaser  or 
I seller  of  any  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of 
] color,  who  may  be  sold  or  disposed  of  in 
i virtue  of  any  regulations  which  have  been 
heretofore,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  lawfully 
made  by  any  legislature  of  any  State  or 
Territory  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Burden  of  proof  to  rest  on  the  De~ 
fendant. 

Sec.  8.  In  all  prosecutions  under  this 
! act,  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  be 
j holden  to  prove  that  the  negro,  mulatto  or 
! person  of  color,  which  he  or  they  shall  be 
[charged  with  having  brought  into  the 
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United  States,  or  with  purchasing,  hold- 
ing, selling,  or  otherwise  disposing  of,  and 
which,  according  to  the  evidence  in  such 
case,  the  said  defendant  or  defendants 
shall  have  brought  in  aforesaid,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of,  was  brought  into  the  I 
United  States  at  least  five  years  previous  I 
to  the  commencement  of  such  prosecution, 
or  was  not  brought  in,  holden,  purchased, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  in  failure  there- 
of, the  said  defendant  or  defendants  shall 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  the  offence  of  which 
he  or  they  may  stand  accused.  ; 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1819,  the  President  is 
authorized  to  cause  armed  vessels 
to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or 
elsewhere,  to  seize  and  bring  into 
port  any  American  ship  or  vessel  of ' 
the  United  States  concerned  in  the 
slave  trade ; the  proceeds  of  such  j 
vessels,  when  condemned,  and  their ! 
furniture,  are  to  be  divided  equally  , 
between  the  officers  and  men  of  the  | 
capturing  ship  or  vessel,  provided  | 
the  slaves  recaptured  be  safely  kept ' 
and  delivered  to  a marshal  of  the  i 
United  States,  or  any  other  person  | 
duly  authorized  by  the  President  to  j 
receive  them,  &.c.  &c.  ; 

By  section  second,  the  President 
is  authorized  to  provide  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  removal  t©  the  coast 
of  Africa  of  all  Africans  lawfully 
seized  and  brought  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  and  to 
appoint  one  or  more  agents  to  re- 
ceive them  on  that  coast. 

By  section  third,  a bounty  of  $25 
is  to  be  paid  to  the  officers  and 
crews  of  any  United  Slates  vessel 
for  each  and  every  negro  delivered  | 
by  them  in  fulfilment  of  law,  to  the  ; 
United  States  authorities. 


The  following  is  the  fourth  section 
of  this  act : 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
when  any  citizen  or  other  person  shall 
lodge  information  with  the  attorney  for 
the  district  of  any  State  or  Territory,  as 
I the  case  may  be,  that  any  negro,  mulatto, 
i or  person  of  color,  has  been  imported 
j therein,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
1 acts  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  attorney 
forthwith  to  commence  a prosecution  by 
' information;  and  process  shall  issue 
I against  the  person  charged  with  holding 
j such  negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mulattoes, 

; person  or  persons  of  color,  so  alleged  to 
j be  imported  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
! the  acts  aforesaid;  and  if,  upon  the  return 
of  the  process  executed,  it  shall  be  ascer- 
tained, by  the  verdict  of  a jury,  that  such 
negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mulattoes,  per- 
son or  persons  of  color,  have  been  brought 
in  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  acts  in  such  cases  made  and  provi- 
1 ded,  then  the  court  shall  direct  the  marshal 
of  the  said  district  to  take  the  said  negroes, 

! mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  into  his 
custody  for  safe-keeping,  subject  to  the 
! orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
I States;  and  the  informer  or  informers  who 
! shall  have  lodged  the  information  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive,  over  and  above  the 
p<^rtion  of  the  penalties  accruing  to  him  or 
them  by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  a bounty  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  and  every  negro,  mulatto 
or  person  of  color,  who  shall  have  been 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  marshal; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  here- 
by authorized  and  required  to  pay  or 
cause  to  be  paid  the  aforesaid  bounty, 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the 
court  for  the  district  where  the  prosecution 
may  have  been  had,  with  the  seal  of  office 
I thereto  annexed,  stating  the  number  of 
j negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  so 
delivered. 

Slave  Trade  made  Piracy  by  Congress. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1820,  Mr. 
Dickerson,  of  the  Senate,  brought 
in  a bill  to  continue  in  force  an 
“Act  to  protect  the.  commerce  of 
;the  United  States  and  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy,”  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  by  said  committee  without 
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amendment,  and  passed  the  Senate. 
This  bill  was  sent  from  the  Senate 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  the  House,  so  much  of  the 
President’s  Message  as  related  to  ! 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, ' 
had  been  referred  to  a select  com- 1 
mittee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hemp- ; 
hill,  Mercer,  Strong  of  New  York, ; 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Rogers, ' 
Lathrop,  and  Abbott.  And  the  bill ! 
of  the  Senate  being  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  Mr.  i 
Mercer,  in  behalf  of  the  select  com- 1 
iniitee,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
the  following  sections:  | 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That ; 
if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  j 
of  the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  | 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  ; 
trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  i 
the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  ship  j 
or  vessel,  owned  in  the  whole  or  part,  or  ' 
navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  citizen  or  , 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  land  | 
from  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  and,  on  any  ‘ 
foreign  shore,  seize  any  negro  or  mulatto, 
not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of 
either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  intent  to  make 
such  negro  or  mulatto  a slave,  or  shall 
decoy,  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry,  or  shall  J 
receive  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board 
any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  as 
aforesaiil,  such,  citizen  or  person  shall  be 
adjudged  a pirate,  and,  on  conviction 


thereof  before  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  wherein  he 
may  be  brought  or  found,  shall  suffer 
death. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  being 
of  the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of 
the  crew  or  ship’s"  company  of  any  ship 
or  vessel,  owned  wholly  or  in  part,  or  na- 
vigated for  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  forcibly 
confine  or  detain,  or  aid  and  abet  in  forci- 
I bly  confining  or  detaining,  on  board  such 
; ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mulatto  not 
held -to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
' States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto 
; a slave,  or  shall,  on  board  any  such  ship 
j or  vessel,  offer  or  attempt  to  sell  as  a slave 
I any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service 
I as  aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or 
I anywhere  on  tide-water,  transfer  or  de- 
liver over  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any 
negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  as 
aforesaid,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro 
' or  mulatto  a slave,  or  shall  land  or  deliver 
on  shore  from  on  board  any  such  ship  or 
vessel  any  such  negro  or  mulatto,  with 
^ intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  having  previous- 
ly sold,  such  negro  or  mulatto  as  a slave, 
such  citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a 
: pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  before 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  wherein  he  shall  be  brought  or 
found,  shall  suffer  death. 

These  sections  were  agreed  to  in 
the  House,  adopted  by  the  Senate, 
and  thus  became  part  of  the  bill  as 
it  finally  passed,  and  now  stands  in 
the  law,  which  bears  date  May  15, 
1820. 


Liberia  Vindicated. 

LETTERS  FROM  PRESIDENT  BENSON  AND  EX-PRESIDENT  ROBERTS. 

Although  we  regard  the  article  are  justly  entitled  to  a place  in  the 
which  appeared  in  our  August  num-  “ African  Repository.'*’ 
ber  an  adequate  defence  of  Liberia,  h Copies  of  President  Benson’s  let- 
against  charges  urged  against  her  of  | ter  were  sent  to  England,  as  well  as 
giving  countenance  to  the  slave  ^ to  two  or  three  individuals  in  this 
trade,  the  following  testimonia^s  from  ; country.  Ex-President  Roberts 
two  of  her  most  eminent  citizens,  writes  to  that  tried  philanthropist, 
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Benjamin  Coates,  Esq.,  Philadel- 
phia. 

In  a note  to  the  editor  of  the 
Philadelphia  North  American,  Mr. 
Coates,  among  other  things  says: 

“The  explicit  and  manly  denial; 
made  by  President  Benson  has  al-  i 
ready  been  published  in  several  of  | 
the  papers.  But  as  there  are  many  I 
who  may  not  have  seen  it,  and  who  | 
have  read  the  ridiculous  stories  of! 
the  captain  and  physicians  of  the  , 
French  slaver  Regina  Coeli,  impli- i 
eating  the  President  and  authorities  | 
of  Liberia  in  their  iniquitous  busi-  i 
ness,  I send  you  the  following  let- ! 
ter,  just  received  from  Ex-President  i 
J.  J.  Roberts — against  whom  similar 
charges  have  lately  l)een  made  in  I 
some  English  periodicals  that  pos- 1 
sess  a highly  respectable  character.  | 
Both  President  Benson  and  Ex-Pre-  | 
sident  Roberts  are  gentlemen  of  un- 
blemished reputation  and  unbend- 
ing Christian  integrity,  and  where 
they  are  known  they  cannot  be  in- 
jured by  these  base  slanders.” 

[From  the  National  Intelligencer.] 

We  have  received  from  the  Amer- 
ican Colonization  Society  the  fol- 
lowing letter  and  official  documents 
from  President  Benson,  of  Liberia, 
in  the  case  of  the  Regina  GcbH.  The 
conduct  of  the  Liberian  Government 
appears  to  have  been  without  re- 
proach, and  the  friends  of  this  young 
African  Republic  may  well  congrat- 
ulate themselves  that  so  intelligent 
and  prudent  a Chief  Magistrate  as 
Mr.  Benson  presides  over  her  public 
affairs. 

Government  House, 
Monrovia,  Sept.  15,  1858. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir: — I have  but 
a moment’s  time  to  pen  you  a few 
lines  via  England.  I would  refrain 
from  sending  you  this  hurried  sheet 
if  it  were  not  that  I think  it  may  not 


be  amiss  to  correct  some  of  the  errors 
which  have  found  their  way  in  the 
newspapers,  either  honestly  for  the 
want  of  better  information,  or  ma- 
lignantly intentional,  respecting  af- 
fairs in  Liberia,  and  especially  the 
policy  of  this  Government  in  refer- 
ence to  the  French  emigration  sys- 
tem, and  especially  as  relative  to 
the  Regina  Coeli. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  publish  as 
false,  as  downright  untruths,  and 
that  upon  the  authority  and  respon- 
sibility of  the  Government  of  Libe- 
ria, the  following  statements,  which 
have  appeared  in  European  and 
other  papers : 

1st.  That  the  Chief  of  Cape 
Mount  accompanied  Capt.  Simon 
to  Monrovia  to  arrange  for  the  pro- 
curement of  emigrants. 

2dly.  That  the  President  of  Libe- 
ria urged  Capt.  Simon  to  procure 
his  emigrants  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  Republic. 

3dly.  That  the  President  or  Gov- 
ernment of  Liberia  became  a party 
to  a contract  to  furnish  any  emi- 
grants whatever. 

4thly.  That  1,564  dollars  had  been 
received  by  this  Government  as  pass- 
port money. 

5lhly.  lhat  the  emigrants  were 
procured  under  the  immediate  su- 
perintendence or  by  the  agency  of 
the  Government. 

6thly.  That  any  of  the  emigrants 
were  Americo-Liberians,  or  persons 
of  color  from  the  United  States,  or 
their  descendants. 

Sir,  there  is  not  a particle  of  truth 
in  any  of  these  assertions.  1 can 
prove  them  all  to  be  downright  false- 
hoods by  more  than  a hundred  living 
witnesses  and  abundant  document- 
ary evidence.  Capt.  Simon,  of  the 
Regina  Coeli,  paid  nothing  to  this 
Government  but  the  usual  tonnage 
duties  of  his  vessel  and  the  ad  valo~ 
rem  duties  on  such  merchandise  as 
he  expected  to  land  within  the  juris- 
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diction  of  this  Republic,  all  of  which, 
comprising  every  cent  ever  paid  to 
this  Government,  amounted  to  only 
three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars, 
as  the  books  of  the  custom-house 
will  show.  Not  the  first  penny  was 
ever  paid  by  him  to  this  Government  j 
for  passports,  and  well  he  knows  it.  | 
How  could  this  Government  receive  j 
passport  money  from  him  before  we  | 
had  ascertained  how  many,  if  any, 
voluntary  emigrants  could  be  pro- 
cured by  him ; for,  before  he  was 
permitted  to  enter  his  vessel  and  al- 
lowed to  enlist  emigrants  within  our 
jurisdiction,  he  and  the  French  naval 
officer  were  told  by  me,  in  presence 
of  unimpeachable  witnesses,  one  of 
whom  was  a foreign  official,  that  he 
was  to  call  in  here  and  clear  his  ves- 
sel at  the  custom  house,  according 
to  law,  when  each  emigrant  would 
be  examined  thoroughly  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  as  to  whether  his  emi- 
gration was  constrained  or  free,  and 
that  the  declaration  of  each  emigrant 
would  guide  the  Secretary  as  to  the 
cases  in  which  he  would  grant  pass- 
ports, and  all  who  might  then  de- 
clare their  emigration  involuntary 
would  be  taken  on  shore  and  dis- 
charged ; and  that,  in  the  event  of 
any  cases  occurring  in  which  it  was 
manifest  that  force  or  fraud  was 
used  to  get  them  on  board,  he 
would  be  punished  according  to  the 
laws  of  this  Republic;  and  I told 
him  and  the  French  Government 
naval  officer  then  and  there,  em- 
phatically, in  the  presence  of  wit- 
nesses, that  in  case  he  did  not  wish 
or  intend  to  enlist  them  on  such 
conditions,  to  leave  our  jurisdiction 
and  go  elsewhere.  He  then  and 
there  pledged  himself,  in  presence 
of  witnesses,  among  whom  were 
her  Britannic  Majesty’s  and  his  Im- 
perial Majesty’s  Consuls,  that  he 
would  faithfully  comply  with  the  i 
terms  and  every  other  law  of  the 
Republic  having  a bearing  upon 


him.  He  spoke  fairly,  said  his  ob- 
ject was  to  act  honestly  and  upon 
principle.  If  he  could  not  procure 
free  and  voluntary  men,  he  would 
have  no  other;  that  he  had  been 
particularly  instructed  by  his  Gov- 
ernment not  to  violate  our  laws. 
He  condemned  Chevalier’s  course; 
said  that  Chevalier  was  an  old  ac- 
quaintance of  his  ; that  he  was  a 
man  of  no  principle,  and  he  did  not 
wonder  that  the  Government  of  Li- 
beria had  trouble  with  him ; and 
that  he  (Capt.  Simon)  regarded  him 
as  a contemptible  man.  This  was 
spoken  in  presence  of  witnesses. 

As  to  any  of  the  so-called  emi- 
grants on  board  the  Regina  Coeli 
being  Americo-Liberians,  the  idea 
is  preposterous;  not  one  of  them 
was  Americo-Liberian,  nor  of  their 
descendants.  Sir,  a French  or  any 
other  emigrant  ship  might  try  for 
five  consecutive  years  to  enlist 
Americo-Liberian  emigrants  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Republic, 
and  I am  bold  to  say  that  even  if 
the  terms  were  doubly  as  favorable 
as  are  usually  offered,  such  vessel 
would  not  succeed  in  enlisting  five 
Americo-Liberian  emigrants  in  five 
years;  nor,  in  my  opinion,  could 
twenty  of  our  aborigines  be  induced 
by  a year’s  effort  to  voluntarily  emi- 
grate under  the  system. 

So  far  from  my  urging  -Capt,  Si- 
mon, in  November  last,  to  procure 
his  emigrants  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  Republic,  I have  now  a 
copy  of  a letter  (authentic  copies 
of  which  I send  you)  which  I ad- 
dressed him  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, in  answer  to  one  received  from 
him,  (a  copy  of  which  I also  send 
you,)  in  which  I advised  him  to 
leave  our  jurisdiction,  after  he  had 
spent  four  days  at  each  of  the  points 
Gallenas,  Solima,  Manna,  and  Su- 
1 garee,  (of  course  calling  in  here  to 
clear;)  for  I informed  him  that, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  native 
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character,  I was  certain  he  would  li  naval  officer,  to  call  on  me  at  Rob- 
get  within  that  time  all  the  volun-  ' ertsport,  so  I might  again  warn 
tary  emigrants  he  could  at  all  sue-  them  against  using  any  force  or 
ceed  in  getting;  that  there  was  no  m fraud  in  procuring  emigrants  within 
use  for  him  to  wait  for  the  news  to  !|  our  jurisdiction.  I told  them  that 
reach  the  people  of  the  interior,  as  so  long  as  they  observed  inviolate 
they  never  voluntarily  emigrated ; i;  the  laws  of  this  Republic,  they 
and  that  from  my  knowledge  of  thef  would  be  entitled  to  the  protection 
native  character,  I feared  that  all  of  this  Government,  and  would  re- 
emigrants he  might  procure,  after  ceive  such  facilities  as  are  usually 
spending  about  four  days  at  each  of  afforded  to  all  foreigners  engaged 
the  above  named  places,  would  be  in  legitimate  business;  but  I told 
constrained,  which  would  certainly  j|  them  that  my  object  for  desiring 
make  trouble,  as  our  laws  would  ''  that  interview  was  to  remind  them 
certainly  be  enforced.  This  letter  of  their  obligations  to  operate  in 
I showed  to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  conformity  to  our  laws,  and  to  re- 
Consul  and  to  his  Imperial  Majesty’s  . apprize  them  of  the  consequence, 
Consul,  and  after  retaining  a copy  if  it  should  be  proved  that  they  had 
at  my  office,  sent  it  to  the  \vell-  been  prosecuting  an  illegitimate 
known  Hon.  A.  D.  Williams,  Su- ! business  ; that  the  laws  would  be 
perintendent  at  Cape  Mount,  to  be  ■ strictly  enforced  on  him.  I did  this 
forwarded  by  him  to  Capt.  Simon,  I!  because  rny  suspicion  had  become 
and  at  the  same  time  sent  a copy  of||  awakened  by  ©ne  or  two  rumors 
the  said  letter  to  the  Superintendent  * that  had  indirectly  reached  me, 
to  be  retained  by  him,  directing  him  which  I strove  in  vain  to  ferret  out. 
at  the  same  time  by  letter  to  make  , In  two  or  three  days  after  this  in- 
frequent inquiries,  and  to  ascertain,  ^ terview  the  Commander  of  the 
as  far  as  possible,  from  time  to  time,  j Lark,  and  about  a dozen  Americo- 
during  Simon’s  stay  between  Cape  j Liberians,  accompanied  me  to  Su- 
Mount  and  our  northwestern  boun-  j garee,  one  of  the  points  at  which 
dary,  as  to  whether  he  (Simon)  was'  Simon  was  operating,  where  I met 
contravening  our  laws  in  the  prose- ! and  had  another  interview  with  him 
cution  of  his  enterprise,  and  to  give  and  the  French  Government  officer ; 
me  the  earliest  information  that  i and  I repeated  again  to  them,  in 
might  reach  him.  The  Hon.  A.  D.  presence  of  a number  of  native 
Williams  is  a gentleman  extensively  chiefs,  the  same  warning,  and 
known  in  the  United  States  as  a |i  threatened  the  native  chiefs  with 
Christian  gentleman  of  unimpeach- |j  severe  punishment  in  case  it  should 
able  integrity,  for  the  last  thirty-five  i be  proved  in  future  that  any  of 
years  in  Liberia,  and  he  will  bear  them  had  forced  any  persons  to 
testimony  to  what  I have  stated  I emigrate  on  board  said  ship,  or  had 
above,  as  also  to  the  fact  that  many  fraudulently  abetted  in  doing  so. 
other  efforts  were  employed  by  this  | They  all,  Frenchmen  and  natives, 
Government  to  at  least  prevent  j declared  and  pledged  themselves 
abuses  of  the  system,  if  we  could  li  that  they  had  and  would  continue 
not  put  it  entirely  down.  j to  strictly  observe  the  laws  of  this 

And  when  1 was  at  Cape  Mount  .i  Republic.  This  interview  lasted 
last  March,  only  a month  before  the  |;  about  two  hours,  and  w’as  held  in’ 
meeting  on  board,  I sent  a despatch  | presence  of  about  a dozen  respect- 
several  miles  up  the  coast  to  Capt.!!  able  and  intelligent  Americo-Libe- 
Simon  and  the  French  Government^  rians,  who  accompanied  me  there; 


1859.] 


Liberia  Vindicated. 


15 


and  Capt.  Simon  and  the  officer 
promised  me  then  and  there  that  he 
(Simon)  would  be  ready  to  leave 
the  coast  the  next  month,  (April,) 
and  would,  as  the  law  required, 
clear  from  Monrovia,  and  would 
land  every  emigrant  there  who 
would  declare  his  emigration  invol- 1 
untary.  While  there  I sent  spies 
around  about  in  every  direction  to  l 
look  around  and  to  make  dilligent 
inquiry  to  ascertain  if  anything 
could  be  learned  or  seen  that  bore 
a resemblance  to  the  slave  trade  or 
oppression  ; and  the  Liberians  who 
accompanied  me  co-operated  with 
me  in  trying  to  make  the  ascertain- 
ment; but  I saw  and  could  learn 
nothing.  I have  learned,  however,  ! 
since  the  meeting  took  place  on  i 
board,  the  means  by  which  I was  ! 
defeated  in  my  inquiries  and  inves- 
tigation, which,  at  the  proper  time, 
will  be  made  known. 

There  are  some,  no  doubt,  both  | 
in  Europe  and  America,  who  would  I 
like  to  have  their  minds  satisfied  as 
to  why  this  Government  did  not 
send  an  examining  officer  on  board 
the  Regina  Coeli  from  time  to  time 
to  search  the  vessel  and  question 
the  emigrants  as  they  successively  ; 
arrived  on  board.  In  the  first  place, ! 
no  emigrant  that  had  been  forced  , 
on  board  would  otherwise  than  re-  : 
luctantly  make  the  fact  known  un- 1 
less  at  the  port  of  Monrovia  or  some  j 
other  of  our  larger  towns,  where  1 
they  would  be  landed  and  protected  | 
from  the  disappointed  revenge  ofj 
those  who  had  been  engaged  in  j 
their  enslavement.  But  the  main 
cause  of  this  Government  not  adopt- 
ing that  course  was  from  the  fact 
that  the  Regina  Coeli  had  a French  I 
Government  naval  officer  on  board  j 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  prevent-  ; 
ing  force  or  fraud  by  the  agents  in 
the  procurement  of  emigrants.  This  i 
officer,  Mr.  Martin,  a Lieutenant  of! 
the  navy,  waited  on  me  immedi- 1! 


ately  on  his  arrival,  satisfied  me  by 
documentary  evidence  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  his  mission;  told  me 
: that  his  own  future  welfare  and  the 
honor  of  his  nation  depended  on 
I his  keeping  Capt.  Simon  to  a strict 
observance  of  our  laws  while  prose- 
1 cuting  the  enterprise;  and  he  as- 
sured me,  in  the  name  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, that  I might  rest  satisfied 
that  there  should  be  no  force  nor 
fraud  used.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, I ask  if  it  would  be  accord- 
ant with  that  sympathy  and  respect 
that  are  due  to  the  functionary  of  a 
a reputable  nation  to  so  far  mistrust 
his  integrity  and  that  of  his  nation 
as  to  be  overhauling  the  French 
ship  every  week.  1 think,  sir,  it 
w'as  enough  that  that  officer  pledged 
himself,  on  behalf  of  his  Govern- 
ment, that  the  Regina  Cceli  should 
j clear  at  Monrovia  when  ready  to 
: leave,  and  that  every  emigrant  that 
i would  declare  to  the  Secretary  of 
! State  that  his  emigration  was  invol- 
I untary  would  be  given  up  to  the 
j authorities  here.  This  was  as  much 
j as  we  could  consistently  require  of, 
him.  As  to  whether  he  or  Simon 
I was  sincere  in  their  promises  and 
: pledges  to  the  Government  is  a 
I subject  on  which  I will  not  express 
: an  opinion  now. 

! Future  details  of  matters,  founded 
! on  indisputable  evidence  connected 
I with  that  unfortunate  vessel,  which 
I will  in  due  time  be  submitted  to  the 
I enlightened  judgment  of  a Chris- 
! tian  world,  will  enable  the  public  to 
1 make  up  a pretty  correct  verdict,  I 
I hope. 

; N6  longer  than  last  year  Capt. 

I Laporterie,  of  H.  I.  M.  steam  ves- 
j sel-of-war  “ Euphrate,”  who  was  in 
I company  with  Cdievalier,  agent  of 
the  emigrant  ship  “ Phoenix,”  for 
his  protection,  and  professedly  to 
prevent  abuse  of  the  system,  after 
he  announced  his  mission  to  this 
Government,  took  offence  because 
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this  Government  persisted  (not- 
withstanding his  presence)  in  re- 
quiring Chevalier  to  clear  from 
Monrovia,  and  submit  all  the  emi- 
grants procured  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion to  examination  as  to  whether 
their  emigration  was  free  or  con- 
strained, which  this  Government 
thought  was  as  little  as  iUcould  con- 
sistently require  of  him.  In  fact, 
much  correspondence,  some  of 
which  was  somewhat  racy,  passed 
between  him  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  that  special  subject,  as 
well  as  respecting  Chevalier’s  being 
strictly  required  to  comply  with 
other  laws  of  this  Republic  bearing 
on  his  enterprise.  And  after  ail 
both  vessels  practically  at  least  bade 
defiance  to  our  laws ; for  Chevalier, 
in  the  Phoenix,  left  and  never  re- 
turned to  this  port,  notwithstanding 
he  procured  and  carried  off  natives 
from  the  Republic  unauthorized. 
These  facts,  in  connection  with 
Chevalier’s  return  to  the  coast 
again  in  July  or  August  following, 
to  prosecute  his  so-called  emigra- 
tion enterprise,  gave  rise  to  the 
despatch  from  this  to  the  French 
Government  in  August,  1857,  com- 
plaining and  respectfully  setting 
forth  the  main  facts  in  the  case, 
and  soliciting  his  Majesty  to  issue 
instructions  to  his  subjects  to  desist 
from  future  violations  of  the  laws 
of  this  Republic  and  express  treaty 
stipulations  subsisting  between  the 
two  Governments. 

There  is  much  more  I could  say 
to  the  point,  but  I will  forbear,  as  an 
authentic  history  of  the  whole  affair 
will  in  due  time  be  published.  Cour- 
tesy influences  this  Government  to 
make  no  further  revelations  as  yet; 
and  I assure  you  that  these  sheets, 
with  only  two  out  of  the  many  doc- 
umentary evidences  we  have  in  pos- 
session, would  not  now  be  sent  to 
you  for  publication  if  we  were  not 
most  discourteously,  and  I may  say 


insultingly,  impelled  to  this  course 
by  the  many  ingenious  falsehoods 
pubHshed  and  circulated  in  the  pa- 
pers to  our  injury. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Stephen  A.  Benson. 

Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 

Cor.  Sec.  A,  G.  S., 

Washington. 

Cape  Mount,  JSTov.  22,  1857. 

[Translation.] 

The  President  of  the 

Republic  of  Liberia,  Monrovia  t 

Your  Excellency:  The  object 
of  this  letter  is  to  request  permis- 
sion to  establish  in  Liberia — that  is 
to  say,  at  Cape  Mount,  Sugaree, 
Manna,  or  Gallenas,  factories  as  de- 
pots for  emigrants,  by  paying  a fixed 
tax  of  one  dollar  for  each  emigrant 
put  on  board  my  ships;  further,  a 
tax  of  twelve  dollars  for  anchorage. 
I trust  that  this  advantageous  pro- 
position will  be  agreeable  to  your 
Excellency. 

In  awaiting  the  honor  of  a reply, 
I remain,  with  respect,  your  devoted 
servant,  C.  Simon,  Captain. 

Department  of  State, 
Monrovia,  Sept.  18,  1858. 

I hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
is  a true  copy  taken  from  the  files 
in  this  office.  J.  N.  Lewis, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Government  House, 
Monrovia,  Dec.  4,  1857. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  22d  ultimo,  requesting  per- 
mission of  this  Government  to  es- 
tablish in  Liberia — that  is  to  say,  at 
Cape  Mount,  Sugaree,  Manna,  and 
Gallenas,  factories  as  depots  for 
eraigraniB,  by  paying  a fixed  tax  of 
one  dollar  for  each  emigrant  put  on 
board  your  ship,  and  a further  tax 
of  twelve  dollars  for  anchorage. 
In  reply  I beg  to  say  that  I am  dis- 
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posed,  in  behalf  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  go  as  far  as  I consistently  i 
can  to  facilitate  your  object  in  the  | 
procurement  of  voluntary  emigrants  : 
conformably  to  the  laws  of  this  Re-  j 
public,  but  I cannot,  consisiently  | 
with  the  laws  of  this  Republic,  | 
grant  your  request.  The  establish-  i 
ment  of  the  desired  factories  or  de- 1 
pots  among  the  aborigines  within 
this  Republic,  for  the  purpose  set 
forth  in  yeur  note,  is  antagonistic  to  i 
our  avowed  principles,  as  bearing  ! 
too  strong  a resemblance  to  the 
slave  barricoons  of  by-gone  days,' 
and  as  such  would  be  revolting  to| 
the  feeling  of  a humane  Christian  ; 
world,  and  entail  a lasting  disgrace  ! 
upon  this  Government.  This  Gov-i 
ernment  cannot,  for  any  considera-  ‘ 
tion,  grant  your  request.  j 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  na-  j 
tive  character  on  this  coast,  I feel  | 
confident  in  the  belief  that  three  or; 
four  days  at  each  point  will  enable  j 
you  to  ascertain  how  many  volun-  i 
tary  emigrants  are  to  be  procured 
at  each  place.  As  the  people  from  j 
the  interior  never  emigrate  volunta- 1 
rily,  all  sent  off  to  you  after  the  ex-  j 
piration  of  three  or  four  days  are  | 
very  apt  to  be  constrained.  I am ' 
therefore  of  opinion  that  if  you ; 
have  spent  that  number  of  days  at; 
each  point,  and  have  -not  procured  ; 
the  desired  number  of  voluntary 
emigrants,  it  is  not  likely  you  will  i 
be  able  to  do  so  if  you  remain  on 
this  coast  a year.  j 

Theugh  I make  these  suggestions  I 
to  yoii  relative  to  the  native  charac-  ; 
ter,  yet  they  are  not  intended  to  de- 
prive you  of  any  privilege  granted 
you  by  the  authorities  during  your 
late  visit  here.  A strict  compli- 1 
ance  with  the  laws  of  this  Republic 
is  all  that  will  be  required  of  you. 

1 have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be  ! 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  A.  Benson,  j 
Capt.  T.  Simon,  ship  “ Regina  I 
Cceli,”  vicinity  of  Cape  Mount.  ’ 


Department  of  State, 
Monrovia,  Sept.  13,  1858. 

I hereby  certify  that  the  above  is 
a true  copy  of  the  original  filed  in 
this  office.  J.  N.  Lewis, 

Secretary  of  State. 

From  Ex-President  Roberts. 

Mctnrovia,  Oct.  9,  1858. 

; Benj.  Coates,  Esq.,  Philadelphia  : 

\ Dear  Sir: — 1 received,  a few  days 

I ago,  your  favor  of  August  9lh,  by 
! which,  and  other  letters,  and  the 
newspapers  you  were  good  enough 
to  send  me,  I perceived  that  the  old 
I story  of  Liberia  slave  trading  is  again 
revived  in  the  United  States,  in  con- 
J nection  with  the  affair  of  the  French 
' emigrant  ship  “ Regina  Coeli.”  This 
rumor,  I observed,  gives  you  much 
I concern  for  the  good  name  and 
, honor  of  Liberia,  and  for  the  causii 
i of  humanity,  to  which  Liberia  is  in- 
! separably  linked.  I am  sorry  that 
; this  matter  has  given  you,  and  so 
, many  other  friends  of  Liberia,  such 
i anxiety.  However,  1 beg  you  will 
I give  yourself  no  further  concern  on 
; the  score  of  any  such  rumors.  Li- 
; beria  is  not  so  degenerate.  What- 
I ever  else  they  may  lay  to  her  charge, 

I on  the  question  of  slavery  Liberia  is 
1 all  right.  In  feeling,  in  action,  in 
! laws,  she  is  thoroughly,  and  no  mis- 
I take,  anti-slavery,  nor  will  she  or 
i her  people  ever  lend  themselves  to 
j any  species  of  slave  trade.  And 
I yet,  my  dear  sir,  while  I am  certain- 
j ly  sure  there  is  no  good  foundation 
I for  such  allegations,  I am  at  a loss 
I to  understand  why  it  is  that  some 
I of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
I States,  and  some  few  in  England, 

I are  so  pertinacious  in  their  slave 
I trade  charges  against  Liberia,  and 
I so  ready  to  seize  upon  any  and 
every  occurrence  which  they  think 
' may  be  tortured  into  a suspicion  of 
; complicity  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment or  people  of  Liberia  in  the 
I slave  trade.  And  I also  confess  that 
' I am  not  a little  puzzled  to  account 
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for  the  readiness  ^vith  which  these  " 
stories  are  believed  as  soon  as  ut-  | 
lered  in  the  United  States.  I am  ' 
not  aware  of  any  thing  in  the  past : 
history  of  Liberiacalculated  to  foster  ' 
such  suspicions.  Since  the  day  of  | 
her  foundation  to  the  present  mo-  • 
ment  the  public  authorities  of  Libe-  | 
ria  have  at  no  time  been  backward 
in  declaring,  and  also  in  acting  out,  | 
their  decided  disapprobation  of  the  ; 
traffic  in  human  flesh;  and  in  no  I 
instance,  I believe,  have  they  failed  i 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  means  ^ 
in  their  power  to  check,  and  ulti- 1, 
mately  to  exterminate,  the  slave  trade  j, 
from  this  coast.  No  sooner  was 
Cape  Mesurado  occupied  than  the  |, 
colonists — though  in  whispers  at 
the  time,  in  consequence  of  their  I 
weakness — gave  expression  to  their! 
abhorrence  of  the  slave  trade  It  is  : 
notorious  and  undeniable  that  the! 
natives,  in  1822,  influenced  by  for-  \ 
eign  slave  dealers,  who  readdy  fore- 1 
saw,  in  the  success  of  Liberia,  the  ! 
danger  to  which  their  trade  was  ex- 1 
posed,  confederated  to  exterminate  ; 
the  little  colony,  solely  in  conse- 1 
qiience  of  its  hostility  to  slavery,  i 
But  the  Lord,  as  ever,  was  on  the  i 
side  of  humanity  and  right.  And  i 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  Libe- 1 
ria  has  not  wavered  from  her  pur-  j 
pose,  or  relaxed  her  efforts  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  And  ; 
I venture  to  affirm,  that  all  who  will! 
give  themselves  the  trouble  to  in- 1 
quire,  will  find  that  nearly  all  the 
difficulties  and  conflicts  Liberia  has  | 
had  with  the  natives,  have  grown  1 
out  of  the  determined  hostility  ofj 
her  authorities  to  the  slave  trade.  ! 

Liberians  have  never  been  back-  j 
ward  in  exposing  even  their  lives  in  i 
behalf  of  the  poor  slave.  Again  and 
again  have  they  obeyed  the  voice  of 
humanity  and  the  call  of  their  coun- 
try, in  the  rescue  of  slaves  by  force, 
and  in  the  annihilation  of  the  trade 
by  removing  slave  establishments. 


This  they  have  done  since  the  days 
of  Ashmun — when,  in  1826,  he  led 
a little  band  of  Liberians  far  from 
their  homes,  to  aid  in  the  demolition 
of  slave  barracoons  at  Tradetown, 
till  1849,  when  the  last  slave  pen 
within  Liberian-  jurisdiction  was 
razed  to  the  ground,  at  New  Cess, 
and  the  remaining  slave  traders  en- 
tirely expelled  the  country.  And  if 
occasion  required,  / know  the  same 
sturdy  veterans  and  lovers  of  free- 
dom would  be  found  ready  to  expel 
any  slaver  wffio  might  have  temerity 
enough  to  attempt  to  revive  the 
slave  trade  on  Liberian  soil.  And 
yet  these  very  men  are  shamefully 
accused  of  flustering  and  of  actually 
engaging  in  a trade  I know  they 
abhor.  Why  these  unmerited  as- 
persions.^ Are  there  any  annoyed 
at  Liberia’s  welfare  ? and  would  they 
adopt  such  means  to  retard  her  pro- 
gress } If  so,  it  w’lll  surely  fail  them. 
Truth  will  prevail  eventually.  The 
slave  trade  cannot  be  prosecuted  in 
a corner ; and  if  so  rife  in  Liberia, 
as  the  enemies  of  colonization  and 
the  traducers  of  Liberian  character 
w'ould  fain  make  the  wmrld  believe, 
how  is  it  that  it  has  so  long  escaped 
the  notice  of  American  missionaries 
residing  in  all  parts  of  Liberia,  and 
of  the  naval  officers  of  England  and 
the  United  Slates,  w’ho  make  fre- 
quent visits  to  the  ports  of  the  Re- 
public.^ I knaw  of  but  a single  in- 
stance in  which  a naval  officer, 
Commander  Forbes,  bears  such  tes- 
timony against  Liberia;  and  he, 
poor,  credulous  man,  never  once 
. set  foot  upon  Liberian  soil.  But 
some  years  ago,  making  a visit  to 
Grand  Cape  Mount,  before  that  ter- 
ritory w^as  ceded  to  the  Republic, 
and  finding  there  a couple  of  Libe- 
rians whom  he,  possibly,  had  reason 
to  suppose  were  in  some  way  impli- 
cated in  the  slave  trade,  he  seized 
I the  occasion  to  arouse  all  Liberia. 
Liberia,  however,  yet  lives,  and  will 
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continue  to  Wxe.free  from  the  slave 
trade.  It  were  folly  to  say  there  are 
no  bad  men  in  Liberia — none  here 
whose  cupidity,  if  left  unrestrained, 
might  not  lead  them  to  any  attro- 
cious  act — even  to  sell  a brother  for 
gold.  Yet,  while  this  may  be  the 
case,  I venture  to  affirm  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  are  too 
virtuous  and  too  “ freedom-loving” 
to  countenance  a traffic  so  justly 
abhorred  by  all  good  men.  And 
even  while  it  is  true  that  some  two 
or  three  Americo-Liberians  have 
been  found  vile  enough  to  aid  and 
abet  the  slave  trade — who,  in  every 
instance,  I believe,  where  it  has 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  au- 
thorities, have  been  punished — is  it 
just  for  the  delinquency  of  these 
two  or  three,  or  indeed,  were  it  a 
score,  to  denounce  a whole  com- 
munity? The  enemies  of  Liberia — 
and  why  should  she  have  enemies? 
— have  ever  been  on  the  alert,  and 
pricking  their  ears  to  catch  every 
whisper,  however  absurd,  that  might 
by  possibility  be  turned  to  Liberia’s 
disadvantage;  and  the  charge  of 
slave  trading,  of  all  others  the  most 
absurd,  has  ever  been  their  princi- 
pal hobby.  Now  it  is  pretended 
that  the  affair  of  the  Regina  Ccsli 
furnishes  another  proof  of  Liberia’s 
complicity  in  the  slave  trade.  It  is 
trumpeted  far  and  wide  that  the  Li- 
berian authorities  approve  the  new 
species  of  African  slave  trade,  under 
the  guise  of  “ French  emigration,  or 
African  apprentice  system that 
they  have  lent  themselves  to  the 
abuses  connected  with  said  system, 
by  receiving  money  in  the  shape  of 
a “ passport  bonus,”  and  of  actually 
having  inveigled  a large  number  of 
Americo-Liberians,  sent  to  Africa 
by  the  Colonization  Society,  on 
board  said  ship,  &c. 

Believe*  me,  my  dear  sir,  there  is 
not  a word  of  truth  in  the  whole 
catalogue  of  allegations.  The  au- 
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thorities  and  people  here,  generally, 
are  now,  as  ever  they  have  been, 
diametrically  opposed  to  all  species 
of  slave  trading,  including  all  Afri- 
can emigration  systems — both  as 
attempted  by  the  English  a few 
years  ago,  as  well  as  the  present  by 
the  French — because  they  well 

know  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
voluntary  emigrants,  and  the  danger, 
in  default,  of  resorting  to  slave  trade 
practices  to  supply  the  deficiency ; 
and  they  regretted  not  being  able, 
at  the  time,  to  deny  the  Regina  Cceli 
the  privilege  of  attempting  the  sys- 
tem within  the  limits  of  the  Repub- 
lic. Not,  however,  that  they  would 
oppose  voluntary  and  unrestrained 
emigration.  This  is  as  much  the 
right  of  the  native  African,  if  he 
wish  it,  as  of  the  Irish,  the  Germans, 
or  any  other  peoples.  But  the  fact 
is,  the  Africans  prefer  to  remain  in 
their  own  country;  hence  the  diffi- 
culty and  danger  attending  all  emi- 
gration attempts  on  this  coast. 

I observe,  sir,  that  great  import- 
ance is  attached  to  the  assertion  of 
Captain  Simon,  that  “ he  paid  the 
Liberian  authorities  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  for  passports.”  This  is  ut- 
terly untrue.  In  the  first  place, 
Captain  Simon  very  well  knew  that 
no  such  sum  could  be  demanded  of 
him  for  passports  for  four  hundred 
passengers.  Secondly,  he  knew — 
for  he  understood  all  about  the  law 
— that  the  passport  fee  was  capiiaiio; 
it  is  not  all  probable,  therefore,  that 
he  would  have  paid  the  fee  until  he 
had  ascertained  or  completed  his 
number,  and  was  ready  to  depart 
the  country  ; at  which  time  only  he 
could  have  obtained  passports,  and 
at  which  time  only  he  would  have 
paid  the  fee.  Uj)on  strict  inquiry 
and  examination,  1 find  that  all  sums, 
put  together,  paid  by  Captain  Simon 
to  the  government,  or  any  public 
functionary,  are  less  than  four  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  port  charges,  cua- 
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tom  house  dues,  and  duties  on  im- 
ports. If  the  object  of  this  fifteen 
hundred  dollar  story  be  to  criminate 
President  Benson,  the  insinuation  is 
as  false  and  ridiculous,  as  it  is  ma- 
licious. President  Benson  is  a man 
of  too  much  moral  principle  and  re- 
ligious integrity,  to  barter  away  his 
conscience  to  any  slave  trade  oper- 
ations— and  where  he  is  best  known 
such  a story  can  never,  for  a mo- 
ment, gain  credence.  The  story 
about  two  hundred  Americo-Libe- 
rians  having  been  inveigled  on  board 
the  Regina  Coeli,  I pronounce  equal- 
ly untrue.  I was  present  at  her 
rescue,  boarded  her,  and  conversed 
with  her  emigrants;  all  of  whom, 
without  a single  exception,  were 
native  Africans,  who  gave  doleful 
accounts,  perhaps  some  exaggera- 
tions, of  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  forced  to  emigrate,  or 
rather  forced  on  board  the  ship. 

I was  absent  in  Europe  when  the 
Regina  Cceli  first  visited  Monrovia, 
a year  ago.  Soon  after  my  return, 
however,  I heard  of  her  being  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Grand  Cape 
Mount,  collecting  ^^free  laborers.” 
I was  both  sorry  and  surprised.  I 
was  aware  that  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  1857,  some  difficulty  had 
arisen  between  the  authorities  and 
a Captain  Chevalier,  in  regard  to 
this  French  emigration  matter;  and 
therefore  hoped  that  no  further  at- 
tempt would  be  made  to  collect  em- 
igrants on  the  Liberian  coast,  at 
least,  and  therefore  felt  surprised  at 
the  persistence.  And  this  feeling 
prevailed  throughout  the  commu- 
nity; so  much  so,  that  legislative 
action  on  the  subject  was  invoked. 
The  Legislature  sympathized  with 
the  public,  and  adopted  such  re- 
strictive measures  as  they  hoped 
would  so  hedge  the  system  about  as 
to  prevent  abuses.  Could  they  have 
done  so  consistently,  I doubt  not 
the  Legislature  would  have  decided 


against  the  prosecution  of  the  sys- 
tem within  the  limits  of  the  Repub- 
lic altogether.  But,  of  course,  that 
involved  the  question  of  voluntary 
emigration,  and,  according  to  free 
institutions,  it  could  not  be  prohib- 
ited. But,  as  an  additional  measure 
to  prevent  abuses,  and  to  prevent 
excuse  on  the  plea  of  ignorance, 
the  President  issued  his  proclama- 
tion, enjoining  strict  conformity  to 
the  law  regulating  the  departure  of 
residents  from  the  country,  requiring 
masters  of  all  vessels  receiving  emi- 
grants or  passengers  on  board,  to 
obtain  passports  for  all  such  passen- 
gers, thus  affording  the  government, 
before  the  delivery  of  passports,  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  par- 
ties emigrating ; of  such  as  should 
be  found  departing  of  their  own  free 
will,  well;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
it  should  be  found  that  coercion  had 
been  used  in  any  case,  the  party 
coerced  would  be  released.  Thus, 
it  was  thought,  everything  was  done 
that  could  be  done  to  secure  honest 
dealing.  I am  quite  certain  that 
President  Benson  believed  so.  I 
also  know,  from  conversations  I 
have  had  with  him,  that  he  has  at 
no  time  entertained  a favorable 
opinion  of  this  French  emigration 
system;  hence  my  conviction  that 
President  Benson  never  advised  or 
persuaded  Captain  Simon  to  confine 
his  operations  to  the  Liberian  coast. 
And  I have  it  from  reliable,  un- 
doubted sources,  that  President  Ben- 
son, in  presence  of  the  French 
Consul,  and  other  parties,  did  ex- 
press to  Captain  Simon,  on  his  first 
arrival  at  this  port,  doubts  as  to  the 
practicability  of  his  obtaining  any 
considerable  number  of  emigrants 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Republic. 
That  he  referred  to  difficulties  and 
evils  which  had  resulted  from  a for- 
mer similar  attempt — apprised  him 
of  the  law  respecting  passports,  and 
assured  him  that  the  strictest  scrutiny 
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would  be  observed,  and  that  no 
emigrant  would  be  permitted  to 
leave  the  country  under  any  restraint 
or  unwillingness  whatever.  Captain 
Simon  admitted  the  possibility  of 
abuses  arising,  but  pledged  himself 
to  strictly  avoid  everything  likely  to 
give  cause  of  complaint  to  the  gov- 
ernment, and  to  receive  no  emigrant 
who  did  not  tender  voluntary  service. 
Captain  Simon  further  assured  the  I 
President  that  the  French  naval  | 
officer  then  present,  was  placed  on 
board  his  vessel  by  the  French  gov- 
ernment, as  a guarantee  against  the ' 
use  of  any  practices  of  force  orj 
fraud  towards  the  natives  ; and  that,  | 
in  every  respect,  conformity  to  the  j 
laws  of  the  Republic  should  be  I 
strictly  observed.  Now,  sir,  under  | 
these  assurances,  what  more  or  less 
could  President  Benson,  or  any 
other  authorities  do,  than  to  allow 
Captain  Simon  to  enter  his  vessel  at  i 
the  custom  house,  and  to  obtain  | 
there  a license  to  trade  coastwise  ; i 
as  he  also  avowed  his  intention  ofj 
procuring  palm  oil  and  ivory,  as 
well  as  that  of  collecting  free  la- 
borers. 

He  remained  in  the  neighborhood 
ofSugaree  some  time,  with,  it  ap- 
pears, but  little  success  in  collecting 
emigrants;  when  finally  rumor  be- 
gan to  circulate  that  “the  French- 
man was  influencing  the  native  | 
ciiiefs  to  the  use  of  forcible  means 
to  supply /r^e  laborers,”  “ that  the 
old  slave  trade  practices  were  being 
revived  in  the  interior,”  &c.  &c. — 
These  reports  coming  to  the  ears  of 
the  President,  he  visited  Sugaree  in 
person,  assembled  the  chiefs,  in 
presence  of  Captain  Simon,  and 
taxed  them  with  what  he  had  heard. 
Of  course.  Captain  Simon  and  the 
chiefs  all  denied  the  allegations. 
President  Benson,  however,  as  I 
am  informed  by  a gentleman  who 
was  present  on  the  occasion,  reiter- 
ated to  Captain  Simon  his  fears  of 


the  evils  likely  to  result  from  his 
enterprise,  and  again  reminded  him 
of  the  strict  examination  that  would 
be  had  of  the  emigrants  before  their 
passports  would  be  delivered.  It 
may  be,  some  may  say  that  President 
Benson  ought  to  have  instituted,  at 
the  time,  a more  searching  investi- 
gation. Perhaps  so.  But  I am 
satisfied  President  Benson  had  no 
j idea  of  the  character  and  extent  of 
I the  practices  resorted  to,  and  there- 
fore did  not.  I presume,  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  the  investigation 
more  formal ; calculating,  doubtless, 
that  the  time  would  come — on  the 
application  for  passports — when  a 
thorough  examination  would  neces- 
sarily be  had.  And  further,  the 
French  government  had  already 
taken  offence,  and  had  manifested 
it  in  no  very  unmistakable  manner, 
at  the  opposition  of  the  authorities 
here  to  their  “African  free  labor 
system.”  And,  possibly.  President 
Benson  had  this  in  view  at  the  time, 
and,  though  determined  to  correct 
any  irregularities,  and  to  punish  all 
delinquencies  that  might  have  oc- 
curred, he  concluded  to  abide  the 
occasion  when,  according  to  estab- 
lished law,  all  these  things  would  be 
looked  into  as  a matter  of  course ; 
thereby  avoid,  in  case  these  rumors 
should  prove  unfounded,  any  addi- 
tional offence  to  the  nervous  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  French  govern- 
ment. 

Thus,  my  dear  sir,  you  have  all 
that  I know  respecting  Liberia’s 
slave  trade  complicity,  in  general; 
and  in  connexion  with  the  Regina 
Coeli,  in  particular.  You  are  already 
informed,  I presume,  of  all  the  par. 
ticulars  of  the  meeting,  and  subse- 
quent occurrences  in  relation  to  that 
vessel ; I therefore  need  not  trespass 
longer  upon  your  patience,  as  I 
have  already  extended  this  letter  far 
beyond  what  I expected  when  I set 
out,  and  may  only  add  that  I sin- 
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cerely  hope  we  shall  never  be  ! 
troubled  again  with  another  visit  | 
from  one  of  these  French,  or  any  I 
other  such  emigrant  vessel  to  the 
shores  of  Liberia.  | 

Since  I commenced  this  I have  i 
received  letters  from  Rev.  Mr.  | 
McLain  and  Wm.  Coppinger,  Esq.,  : 
in  relation  to  these  said  slave  trade  | 
reports.  I have  not  time  now  to  I 
write  to  those  gentlemen  ; this  goes  i 
via  England,  and  the  mail  steamer  i 
is  expected  hourly.  Please  have  the  j 
goodness  to  acquaint  them  of  what  [ 
I have  said  to  you  in  regard  to  the  j 
matter. 

I am  truly  sorry  to  hear  that  the  I 
little  glimmer  of  sight  which  youT| 
father  retained,  and  which  was  aj 
comfort,  has  entirely  left  him.  Please  I 


present  my  kind  regards,  and  those 
of  Mrs.  Roberts  and  my  daughter  to 
him  and  your  sister.  My  daughter 
IS  married  : I presume  you  were  not 
av/are  of  it.  She  requests  me  to 
thank  you  for  the  tokens  of  remem- 
brance you  kindly  sent  her.  We 
are  all  tolerably  well,  though  Mrs. 
Roberts  and  myself  have  both  been 
suffering  a good  deal  during  the 
season  from  chills  and  fevers. 

I must  not  close  without  congrat- 
ulating you,  and  the  cause  of  peace, 
of  civilization,  and  of  Christianity, 
on  the  success  which  attended  the 
laying  of  the  Atlantic  telegraph 
cable.  Wonderful,  indeed  ! 

I am,  my  dear  sir,  yours  very  truly, 
J.  J.  Roberts. 


Houses  for  Servants. 


The  Central  Presbyterian  (Rich- 
mond) notices  the  report  of  a com- 
mittee of  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee, 
Scotland,  speaking  with  severity  of 
“ a large  cluster  of  most  melancholy 
one  room  houses,”  not  to  be  visited 
but  with  the  feeling  that  religion, 
morality,  and  even  nature  must  be 
outraged,  should  such  buildings  be 
multiplied  and  large  families  be  al- 
lowed to  occupy  them.  The  report 
exposes  the  miserable  condition  of  i 
these  buildings,  and  states  that  a | 
still  worse  class  of  houses  are  being 
put  up  for  the  accommodation  of  | 
the  working  classes,  and  that  such 
houses  must  greatly  increase  fever,  | 
cholera,  and  every  sort  of  epidemic 
disease.  Th§  Presbyterian  suggests 
that  while  “ such  indeed  are  the 
habitations  of  multitudes  in  all  the 


populous  cities  of  Europe,”  the 
awakening  of  the  attention  of  the 
religious  to  their  spiritual  condition, 
has  also  directed  it  to  their  temporal 
condition  and  to  the  means  by 
which  it  maybe  improved.  “For 
I godliness,”  adds  the  writer,  “is  not 
} only  profitable  for  the  life  to  come, 

! but  for  the  life  which  now  is.  And 
this  was  illustrated  by  our  great 
Exemplar,  who  not  only  preached 
the  gospel  to  the  poor,  but  showed 
a tender  sympathy  for  their  physical 
wants.” 

While  the  Presbyterian  evidently 
considers  the  physical  condition  of 
the  slaves  in  the  South  to  be  su- 
perior to  that  of  the  laboring  classes 
in  the  old  world,  it  remarks  ; 

“ But  we  have  adverted  to  this 
I subject  as  a practical  one,  and  one 
’ which  has  a more  intimate  con- 

li 
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nexion  than  some  may  suppose  with  i 
the  progress  and  principles  of  true  | 
religion.  It  may  be  stated  as  a 
general  fact,  that  in  those  sections 
of  the  South  where  special  provi- 
sion has  been  made  for  the  religious 
culture  of  the  slaves,  the  fruit  of 
these  efforts  is  seen  not  only  in  the 
turning  of  many  of  them  from  sin  to 
holiness,  but  in  the  great  improve- 
ment of  their  personal  appearance, 
and  in  the  improvement  of  the 
houses  where  they  dwell.  There  is 
such  a thing  as  the  duty  of  ‘ render- 
ing unto  servants  that  which  is  just 
and  equal,’ — and  no  right-minded 
man  will  object  to  have  defects  in 
the  performance  of  this  obligation 
pointed  out  with  a proper  spirit. 
The  master  who  neglects  to  provide 
suitable  accommodations  for  his  ser- 
vants is  evidently  neglecting  his 
own  interest.  It  is  not  enough  to 
see  that  they  are  fed  and  clothed, 
but  quite  as  much  regard  should  be 
had  to  the  comfort  of  the  houses 
where  they  lodge,  if  they  are  to 
enter  upon  their  daily  duties  re- 
freshed, and  fitted  for  their  ordinary 
task.  What  if  they  heve  been  ac- 
customed to  ‘ one-roomod  houses,’ 
in  which  numbers  are  clustered  to- 
gether— and  some  of  these  houses 


open  and  leaky,  and  damp — and 
what  if  their  customary  bed  has 
been  a floor  of  rough  plank  or  earth, 
with  no  covering  but  a blanket  in 
addition  to  their  daily  attire,  is  it 
I certain  that  they  are  as  healthy,  and 
' as  vigorous,  and  as  active,  and  as 
cheerful  as  they  would  b«,  were 
they  furnished  with  better  accom- 
saodations.?  It  may  be  their  own 
fault,  and  their  own  improvidence, 
that  the  lodgings  of  many  of  them 
are  no  better.^  But  in  such  cases 
the  master’s  authority  may  have  a 
beneficial  effect.  He  may  insist 
upon  their  preserving  comparatively 
the  same  comfort,  and  the  same 
order,  and  the  same  cleanliness  n 
their  apartments,  as  in  his  own; 
and  he  as  jvell  as  they  will  be  the 
gainers  by  it.  And  no  doubt  it 
would  be  insisted  on  more  than  it 
is,  if  masters  would  but  remember 
how  much  the  health  and  the  morals 
of  their  slaves  depend  upon  the 
houses  where  they  lodge.  We  do 
not  know  to  what  extent  there  are 
defects  in  this  particular  that  need 
to  be  remedied.  But  it  needs  no 
argument  to  prove  that  the  subject 
is  at  once  a question  both  of  econo- 
my, of  morals,  and  of  religion.” 


Yoruba.— Letter  from  Rev.  T.  J.  Bowen. 


Greensboro,  Ga., 

JSov.  27.  1858. 

My  dear  Friend: — Your  favor  of 
the  24ih  instant  has  come  to  hand, 
and  I proceed  at  once  to  answer 
inquiries. 

1.  Lagos  is  the  only  place  on  the 
Slave  Coast  held  by  the  British,  and 
even  here  they  claim  nothing.  Pos- 
sibly they  might  persuade  the  king 
(Dosoma)  to  forbid  the  introduction 
of  colonists,  but  1 scarcely  believe 
they  would  do  so. 

The  mouth  of  Formosa,  or  Benin 
River,  is  a better  harbor  than  Lagos, 


and  is  now  vacant.  I suppose  it  is 
equally  as  healthy  as  other  places  on 
the  coast;  for  although  there  is 
swamp  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles, 
it'is  not  to  the  windward  of  the  port. 

The  peninsular  point  opposite 
Lagos  is  vacant  and  healthy;  and 
the  main  land  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Ogun,  or  Lagos  River,  is  accessible 
to  vessels  drawing  eleven  feet  water. 
I think  that  any  or  all  of  these 
places  might  be  secured. 

2.  No  colonists  should  be  sent 
out  until  the  best  attainable  location 
has  been  selected  and  secured. 
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3.  After  making  treaties  with  the  I 
kings  of  Lagos,  Abbeokuta  {i.  e. 
Egba.)  and  Ijebu,  it  would  be  very 
easy  for  colonists  to  reach  Yoruba. 
They  could  go  up  the  Ogun  River, 
ninety  miles,  to  Abbeokuta,  or  they 
could  open  a direct  road,  forty  miles, 
to  the  same  place.  There  are  other 
points  of  entrance  equally  conve- 
nient. 

There  are  horses  and  oxen  in 
Egba  and  Yoruba,  which  could  be 
trained  to  service.  But  there  are 
no  carts  or  wagons.  They  can  be 
made  in  the  country  by  American  | 
workmen,  of  the  excellent  timber  i 
which  abounds  in  the  forests  and  ij 
prairies. 

A few  families  at  a time  might 
reach  the  interior,  as  the  mission-  |l 
aries  do,  by  employing  the  natives  ii 
to  carry  their  goods.  The  cost  of  !| 
transportation  from  Lagos  to  the  jj 
line  of  Yoruba  is  about  one  dollar  |l 
per  hundred  pounds.  || 


I have  uniformly  discouraged  our 
colored  friends  from  pressing  into 
Yoruba  prematurely.  They  should 
begin  by  purchasing  land  to  live  on. 
It  might  be  very  desirable  also  to 
send  an  agent  to  Manchester  and 
London,  to  secure  the  friendship,  if 
not  the  aid,  of  the  English.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  influence  of  Man- 
chester would  be  easily  secured  to 
favor  a colony  which  would  promise 
a good  return  in  cotton. 

In  conclusion,  I will  again  express 
my  desire  that  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety may  be  able  to  secure  the  con- 
fidence of  the  respectable  and  some- 
what numerous  colored  men  who 
are  in  favor  of  emigration,  although 
they  are  still  opposed  to  colonization. 
We  must  not  break  the  bruised  reed 
or  quench  the  smoking  flax. 

Truly  yours, 

T.  J.  Bowen. 

Rev.  R,  R.  Gurley. 


[From  the  Christian  Advocate.] 
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New  York,  Oct.  29,  1858. 

Dear  Brother  Stevens : — Being  en- 
gaged in  the  agency  of  the  New  | 
York  State  Colonization  Society,  1 1 
have  obtained  all  the  information  j 
that  my  time  would  permit  from  || 
books,  letters,  periodicals,  etc.,  con- 1; 
cerning  Liberia,  and  am  still  in  quest  i; 
of  knowledge  from  all  available  | 
sources,  so  that  in  preaching  or  lec- 
turing upon  the  subject  I may  pre-  j 
sent  it  as  it  is  The  more  I read, 
and  the  more  information  I receive 
from  those  who  have  been  to  Libe- 
ria, the  deeper  are  the  convictions 
of  my  own  mind  that  Colonization 
is  an  agency  providentially  intro- 
duced to  co-operate  with  other 
agencies  in  the  redemption  of  the 
deeply  wronged  and  suffering  mil- 
lions of  the  African  race.  Having 
requested  Mr.  Davis  to  furnish  me 


with  his  own  convictions  of  Coloni- 
zation and  the  state  of  Liberia,  he 
has  favored  me  with  the  following 
letter,  which,  on  account  of  the 
facts  it  contains,  I hope  you  will 
publish  in  the  Christian  Advocate 
and  Journal. 

Affectionately  yours, 

Valentine  Buck. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Davis  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  September,  for  the 
purpose  of  qualifying  himself  to 
plead  at  the  bar  of  the  courts  in  Li- 
beria, and  intends  to  go  back  as 
soon  as  he  shall  obtain  the  necessary 
information  ; but  finding  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  admission  to  a 
law  office  he  almost  despairs  of  suc- 
ceeding. Are  there  any  among  the 
members  of  the  bar  who  read  the 
Christian  Advocate,  who  will  take 
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him  into  their  office  and  instruct  | 
him  in  the  legal  profession.  | 

To  Rev.  Valentine  Buck,  | 

7 Phelps  Place.  | 

Rev.  Sir: — In  compliance  with 
your  request,  I proceed  to  give  you 
a few  of  my  ideas  of  Liberia  as  a 
home  for  the  oppressed  of  my  race. 

But  before  I proceed  to  speak  of 
Liberia,  allow  me  to  state  briefly 
how  I came  to  go  to  that  country. 
Born  and  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  I 
of  course  was  an  abolitionist,  and, 
as  far  as  I had  given  the  subject  any 
thought,  was  opposed  to  Coloniza- 
tion. But  as  1 grew  older,  and  saw 
the  innumerable  impediments  which, 
as  I think,  will  ever  prevent  my  j 
people’s  arriving  at  a state  of  social  j 
and  political  equality  in  this  country,  | 
I determined  to  look  for  a place  I 
where  I should  not  meet  with  such  | 
obstacles.  I 

In  September,  1852,  I left  Phila- 
delphia and  came  to  this  city  with 
the  intention  of  going  to  Australia.  1 
At  my  boarding-house  I found  a i 
number  of  persons  preparing  to  go  | 
to  Liberia,  some  of  whom  were  citi- 1 
zens  of  that  Republic.  I had  some 
conversation  about  Liberia  with  one 
of  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned, 
but  had  no  intention  at  that  time  of 
going  with  him.  I had  made  ar- 
rangements to  go  in  a vessel  then 
advertised  for  Australia ; but  her 
day  of  sailing  was  changed  so  often 
that  I began  to  think  she  would  not 
go  there  at  all. 

About  the  1st  of  October  I was 
again  disappointed  by  the  changing 
of  our  sailing  day ; and  upon  my 
return  to  the  house  I found  Mr. 
Roberts,  the  gentleman  before  men- 
tioned, about  starting  to  take  his 
baggage  on  board  the  ship.  I told 
him  to  wait^  a few  moments  and  I j 
would  go  with  him.  The  arrange-  | 
ments  were  soon  made,  and  our  | 


baggagfe  was  sent  on  board  at  the 
same  time.  Although,  as  you  see, 
I made  no  preparations  to  go  to 
Africa,  yet  never  for  one  moment 
have  I regretted  going  to  that  coun- 
try. Upon  my  arrival  in  Liberia,  I 
was  agreeably  surprised  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  people  and  the 
aspect  of  the  country.  I expected 
to  see  a country  of  low  sandy  plains, 
with  nothing  but  a few  stunted 
shrubs  to  relieve  the  monotony  of 
its  level  surface.  But  instead  of 
that  I saw  a country  covered  with 
verdure  of  every  kind,  from  the  tiny 
vine  that  ran  upon  the  ground,  to 
the  lofty  forests  which  seemed  to 
cover  the  whole  country.  Instead 
of  a level  surface  I saw  a country 
rising  gradually,  as  it  extended  from 
the  sea,  until  it  rose  into  lofty  moun- 
tains, whose  tops  were  lost  in  the 
clouds.  Instead  of  an  ignorant, 
lazy  people,  incapable  of  taking 
care  of  themselves,  I found  the  Li- 
berians to  be  a smart,  intelligent 
people,  devoted  to  commerce  and 
agriculture,  and  carrying  on  the 
various  branches  of  a republican 
government  in  a manner  really  won- 
derful, considering  the  material  of 
which  Liberia- is  composed.  I had 
heard  that  the  people  lived  in  mud 
huts,  and  that  snakes  and  other 
reptiles  had  as  free  ingress,  and 
were  to  be  found  in  the  houses  al- 
most as  often  as  the  owners  them- 
selves. But  I found  the  Liberians 
living  in  comfortable  frame,  stone, 
and  brick  houses,  some  of  the  latter 
being  three  stories  high,  and  as  well 
finished  as  the  majority  of  gentle- 
men’s houses  in  the  country  towns 
of  this  country. 

The  missions  have  done  much 
good  in  Liberia,  both  for  the  natives 
and  the  Liberians.  They  have  es- 
tablished churches  and  schools  in 
every  town  and  village  throughout 
the  Republic,  and  have  many  mis- 
sion stations  out  among  the  native 
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towns.  But,  not  denying  that  great 
good  has  been  done  ^by  preaching 
to  the  natives,  yet  I think  more 
might  be  done  with  the  same  means 
by  pursuing  another  course.  It  ap- 
pears to  me'  that  civilization  must 
go  with,  if  it  does  not  precede, 
Christianity  among  thp  heathen.  I 
think  the  rpissions  might  do  more 
good  for  Africa  by  establishing  col- 
leges and  iristitutes,^  where  we,  to- 
gether with  \he  natives,  might  be 
taught  the  ^arts  and  sciences  of  the 
age.  Every  one  believes  Africa  to 
be  rich  in  rhinerals  and  medicinal 
plants ; but  we  have  among  us 
neither  mineralogists  nor  botanists. 
Every  one  believes  that  the  farther 
into  the  interior  the  richer  and  more 
healthy  the  country  becomes;  but 
we  have  no  civil  engineers  to  open 
roads  for  us  into  the  country.  But 
if  we  had  these  things,  the  natives 
would  soon  see  the  superiority  of 
our  customs,  and  would  be  glad  to 
adopt  our  laws  and  religion.  Now 
where  are  we  to  get  these  things 
unless  they  are  sent  to  us?  The 
prejudice  is  so  strong  against  us 
here  that  we  cannot  come  here  and 
learn  them.  We  are  ridiculed  and 
slandered  because  enlightened  na- 
tions trifle  with  our  laws  and  over- 
reach us  in  our  treaties;  yet  who 
has  taught  us  to  make  laws,  or 
where  did  we  learn  to  frame  treaties  ? 
Many  of  my  people  in  this  country 
are  prejudiced  against  the  Coloni- 
zation Society,  and  say  they  wish 
to  get  rid  of  the  free  blacks,  that 
they  may  hold  the  slave  more  easily. 
But  can  this  be  their  intention ! 
Four-fifths  of  all  the  immigrants  are 


slaves,  liberated  to  go  to  that  coun- 
try, and  at  that  rate  the  slaves  will 
have  left  the  country  before  the  free 
people.  * 

i But,  whatever  is  the  motive  of  the 
Cblonizationist,  I believe  the  Socie- 
ty has  done  great  good  for  Africa. 
I think  it  would  be  better  for  Libe- 
ria if  the  Society  could  be  more  dis- 
criminate in  the  kind  of  immigrants 
it  sends  to  us ; but  I suppose  that  is 
impossible  ; and  I must  say  that  the 
Society  is  nobly  endeavoring  to 
counteract  the  flood  of  ignorance  it 
is  compelled  to  pour  into  the  coun** 
try,  by  establishing  schools  in  the 
Receptacles.  I object  to  persuading 
any  man,  or  set  of  men,  to  go  to 
Liberia;  for,  as  a general  thing, 
those  who  have  to  be  persuaded  to 
their  own  good  are  not  capable  of 
appreciating  the  good  when  it  is 
obtained.  Yet,  for  every  African 
w'ho  feels  himself  oppressed  in  this 
country,  I think  Liberia  is  the  best 
place  no'v  kHOwn.  Liberia  has  its 
faults  like  other  places,  one  of 
which,  and  perhaps  the  greatest,  is 
its  acclimating  fever.  But  with 
proper  care  this  is  not  to  be  dreaded. 
I was  confined  to  my  bed  only  two 
or  three  days,  and  took  but  one  dose 
of  medicine  for  the  fever.  I do  not 
think  that  two  deaths  out  of  every 
six  that  occur  during  the  acclima- 
tion of  the  immigrants  can  be  attri- 
buted to  the  fever  alone.  Impru- 
dence and  want  of  proper  attention 
are  the  great  destroyers  of  life  among 
the  new  comers. 

W.  H.  Davis. 
J^ew  York,  Oct.  22,  1858. 
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Vessel  for  Africa. — The  brig  Ocean 
Eagle  is  advertised  to  sail  from  this  port 
about  the  middle  of  January,  for  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  and  will  be  the  first  di- 
rect opportunity  to  send  letters.  Letters 


left  at  the  Colonization  Office,  No.  27 
Bible  House,  or  at  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  P.  E.  M.  Board,  No.  19  Bible 
House,  will  be  forwarded. — Mio  York 
paper. 
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Missionaries  Arrived. — The  Rev. 
William  Walker  and  wife,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pierce,  arrived  yesterday  morning  in 
the  brig  Ocean  Eagle,  from  Gambia, 
Africa. 

South  Africa. — Zulus. — The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Zulu  mission  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Pietermaritzburg,  commencing 
Wednesday  evening,  May  26.  Mr.  Wil- 
der writes  : “ All  the  public  meetings 
were  well  attended,  and  the  service  on  the 
Sabbath  was  especially  interesting  and 
solemn.  We  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  the  people 
of  Pietermaritzburg,  not  confined  to  the 
Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists,  who 
might  be  expected  more  fully  to  sympa- 
thize with  us.  The  Wesleyans  and  Epis- 
copalians were  not  behind.  We  were  all 
taken  into  the  families  of  friends,  and  all 
our  wants  were  bountifully  supplied.  We 
had,  on  the  whole,  a good  meeting.  So 
far  as  we  hear,  the  influence  was  happy 
upon  the  community,  and  we  think  it  has 
created  new  interest  in  the  missionary 
cause.” 

Large  Sale  of  Slaves. — Col.  Abraham 
Van  Buren,  of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  recently 
sold  to  Col.  Elisha  Worthington,  of 
Chicot  county,  Arkansas,  his  whole  plan- 
tation of  slaves,  numbering  210,  for  $147, 
000,  or  an  average  of  $700.  The  terms  of 
the  payments  are  five  annual  instalments 
of  $29,400  each,  with  interest  from  date. 
Col.  Van  Buren  is  a son  of  Ex-President 
Van  Buren,  and  married  the  daughter  of 
Col.  Singleton  of  South  Carolina.  Mrs. 
Van  Buren  is  the  sister  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Gov.  McDuffie. — Boston^  Dec.  16. 

Native  Africans  in  Paris. — Two  black 
youths — natives  of  Senegal — hav  arrived 
in  Paris  for  rudimental  instruction.  They 
belong  to  the  ruling  families,  and  are  of 
good  promise.  Their  ages  are  twelve  and 
fourteen. 

Steel  Steamer  for  the  Niger. — Some 
time  ago,  a small  screw  steamer  of  170 
tons,  named  the  Rainbow,  and  built  of 
puddled  steel-plates  of  the  eighth  of  an  ' 
inch  thick,  was  constructed  by  Mr.  John 
Laird,  of  Birkenhead,  in  connection  with 
the  Niger  exploring  expedition.  She  is 
140  feet  long,  16  feet  beam  ; and  is  supplied 
with  a high  pressure  engine  of  60  horse 
power.  Previous  to  her  departure  for 
Africa,  she  was  subjected  to  a trial-trip, 
when  she  made  the  satisfactory  average 
speed  of  twelve  to  thirteen  miles  an  hour. 

tAT.  F.  Col.  Journal. 


The  official  returns  of  the  French  Col- 
onial Office  show  that  16,500  negroes  have 
been  obtained  by  French  agents  from  the 
eastern  coast  of  Africa,  and  conveyed  to 
the  island  of  Bourbon,  or  Reunion. 

Colonization. — Dr.  M.  R.  Delaney, 
who  will  be  remembered  by  many  of  our 
readers  as  an  intelligent  colored  man,  for 
several  years  a resident  of  this  city,  has 
been  appointed  by  an  association  of  colored 
people  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  to 
head  an  exploring  party  to  the  valley  of 
the  Niger,  in  Africa.  The  object  is  to 
look  out  a place  suitable  for  founding  a 
colony.  Of  this  Niger  Valley  Exploring 
Party,  Dr.  Delaney  is  the  Commissioner, 
to  be  assisted  by  Robert  Douglass,  Esq., 
artist,  and  Robert  Campbell,  Esq.,  as  nat- 
uralist. All  of  these  are  colored  men,  the 
latter  being  at  present  residents  of  Phila- 
delphia.— Pittshurg  Journal. 

The  Mobile  papers  publish  a decision 
of  some  interest  in  its  bearing  on  the  con- 
dition of  persons  of  African  descent  in 
Alabama.  It  seems  that  Mr.  A.,  formerly 
residing  in  Mobile,  and  afterwards  in  New 
Orleans,  owned  a large  amount  of  real 
estate  in  Alabama  and  Louisiana.  He  re- 
moved to  Paris,  in  France,  where  he  died 
not  long  since,  before  which  time  he  had 
conveyed  by  deed  his  real  estate  in  Mobile 
to  certain  persons  residing  in  France  and 
England,  of  whom  it  is  alleged  that  tliey 
are  within  three  degrees  of  African  de- 
scent. Certain  persons,  claiming  to  be 
heirs-at-law  to  Mr.  A.,  and  citizens  of  Ala- 
bama, have  filed  a bill  to  set  aside  the  con- 
veyance ; it  was  submitted  to  Chancellor 
Keys  on  demurrer.  He  decides  : 

“ 1st.  That  free  negroes  born  out  of 
Alabama  are  aliens. 

“2d.  That  they  cannot  take  land,  by 
deed  or  otherwise,  in  Alabama.” 

A Heavenly  House — I once  met  with 
a very  aged  colored  woman,  who,  in  giv- 
ing me  the  history  of  her  humble  life,  men- 
tioned the  following  circumstance:  “ We 
lived  a good  while  in  the  family  of  Dr. 
Livingston,  of  New  Brunswick.  Oh,  that 
was  a good  time  for  old  Joe  and  I.  That 
was  a heavenly  house — worship  every 
morning  and  evening,  and  always  called 
in-” 

Such  was  Aunt  Betty’s  idea  of  “ a hea- 
venly house,”  and  she  was  not  very  wide 
of  the  mark  : where  God  is  worshipped 
“every  morning  and  evening,”  and  the 
humblest  members  of  the  family  are  al- 
ways called  in,  that  is  a heavenly  house. 
The  peace,  holiness,  and  joy  of  heaven 
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are  foretasted  there.  The  God  of  heaven 
himself  dwells  there.  The  exercises  of 
heaven  are  be^un  there.  And  to  its  happy 
inmates,  that  is,  to  those  who  sympathise 
and  delight  in  these  daily  offerings  of 
prayer  and  praise,  it  is  the  vestibule  of 
that  “ heavenly  house”  where  they  praise 
God  day  and  night  forever. 

All  that  I have  heard,  and  I have  heard 
much  of  Dr.  Livingston  as  a perfect  gen- 
tleman, a polished  scholar,  a profound  di- 
vine, and  an  eloquent  preacher,  never  pen- 
etrated me  with  so  deep  a veneration  for 
his  character  as  this  hearty  tribute  from 
an  humble  domestic,  long  after  his  death, 
that  while  here  on  earth  “ he  walked  with 
God,”  and  “ blessed  his  own  household.” 

One  James  Thorp,  a colored  individual, 
and  also  a teamster  in  Newark,  has  fallen 
upon  pleasant  lines.  A gentleman  ap- 
peared in  that  part  of  New  Jersey,  last 
week,  on  a mission  to  discover  a James 
Thorp,  who  was  entitled  to  an  estate  of 
$75,000,  left  by  a planter  in  North  Caro- 
lina. The  teamster  turns  out  to  be  the 
man.  He  was  born  on  the  estate,  but 
was  sent  North  to  be  educated,  had  his 
schooling  at  Norristown,  Pa.,  is  married, 
and  is  said  to  be  industrious  and  worthy. 

The  Emancipation  of  RussIan  Serfs. 
— The  present  Emperor  of  Russia  is  now 
an  object  of  interest  to  all  concerned  in 
the  amelioration  of  those  of  their  fellow 
beings  who  have  not  participated  in  the 
reforms  which  have  generally  been  made 
in  civilized  countries.  The  condition  of 
the  Russian  serf  is  one  the  hardships 
of  which  are  well  known  to  most  intellu 
gent  persons.  His  time  and  labor  may 
be  said  to  be  entirely  at  his  master’s  dis- 
posal, while  his  social  condition  is  gene- 
rally of  the  lowest  kind. 

The  first  movements  towards  ameliora- 
ting the  condition  of  the  serf  appear  to 
have  been  made  by  Peter  the  Great. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  opposition  which 
he  met  with,  and  the  comparatively  little 
progress  which  Russia  had  made  in  civili- 
zation, the  Czar’s  efforts  were  useless,  and 
he  ended  by  sanctioning  measures  which 
riveted  the  chains  of  the  serf  more  securely 
than  ever.  The  late  Emperor,  Nicholas, 
contributed  something  towards  the  present 
movement  by  loaning  money  to  the  nobles 
and  taking  mortgages  upon  their  estates ; 
and  as  in  case  of  non-payment  the  estates 
passed  to  the  crown,  the  position  of  the 
serfs  attached  to  them  was  generally  im- 
proved. It  was  reserved,  however,  for 
the  present  Emperor  to  commence  those 
active  measures  which  it  is  to  be  hoped , 


I will  result  in  alleviating  the  condition  of 
I so  large  a proportion  of  his  subjects.  He 
i has  given  sufficient  evidence  of  his  deter- 
! mination  to  introduce  many  reforms,  and, 
if  he  prove  successful,  he  will  have  done 
more  for  his  country  than  any  preceding 
sovereign.  He  is  personally  popular,  and 
i this  in  itself  will  go  no  little  way  towards 
i effecting  those  objects  he  now  seeks. 

When,  however,  we  bear  in  mind  the 
element  with  which  he  has  to  contend,  the 
work  he  has  undertaken  appears  to  be  a 
most  unpromising  one.  Serfdom,  by  ex- 
isting for  so  long  a time,  is  now  so  inter- 
woven with  the  internal  machinery  of  Rus- 
sia, the  whole  of  the  nobility  are  so  closely 
connected  with  it,  that  its  removal  must, 
unless  managed  with  the  greatest  care,  dis- 
turb ihe  very  foundations  of  the  Empire, 
It  is  no  small  matter  for  a sovereign  to 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  property  of 
the  most  powerful  class  of  his  subjects — 
a class  which  has  always  been  regarded  as 
the  support  of  the  throne,  and  which  has 
not  hesitated  to  do  away  with  the  occu- 
pant of  it  when  he  was  regarded  by  it  as 
inimical  to  its  interests.  It  is,  therefore, 
with  no  small  degree  of  solicitude  that  the 
movements  of  the  Czar  are  now  watched. 
He  has  resolved  upon  carrying  out  the 
great  reform  which  every  intelligent  per- 
son must  perceive  is  required  in  order  to 
give  Russia  a higher  position  as  regards 
civilization.  It  will,  however,  demand  the 
sagacity  of  a most  accomplished  statesman 
to  devise  the  means  by  which  serfdom 
shall  be  abolished,  and  the  interests  of  the 
owners  so  provided  for  that  they  will  not 
be  driven  to  extremities.  Such  a change 
as  that  now  contemplated  must  of  course 
be  gradual ; yet,  in  the  fact  that  the  Czar 
is  an  autocrat,  and  that  to  a certain  extent 
1 his  power  is  unlimited,  there  is  to  be  found 
a reason  for  believing  that  what  he  has 
resolved  upon  must  eventually  be  accom- 
plished, provided  only  it  be  within  the 
bounds  of  human  power. 

The  Czar,  however,  has  thus  far  shown 
that  he  has  not  that  dread  of  the  power  of 
the  nobility  which  some  of  his  predeces- 
i sors  evinced.  He  is  essentially  a man  of 
I the  present  age.  He  does  not  feel  that  he 
I IS  to  be  hampered  by  the  chains  which 
I have  generally  connected  the  sovereigns 
j of  Russia  with  the  nobles.  He  is  evi- 
dently determined  to  be  the  ruler  of  his 
people — to  study  the  interests  of  all,  in- 
stead of  those  of  one  class  only.  He  has 
had  the  sagacity  to  perceive  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  serf  cannot  continue  to  be 
what  it  has  been  while  there  is  any  pro- 
gress in  civilization  made  in  other  respects 
in  Russia ; and  it  was  but  a short  time 
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since  that,  in  addressing  the  nobles  upon  j 
the  question  of  emancipation,  he  said  “ a j 
reform  must  come  from  above,  that  it  may  | 
not  come  from  below.”  When  he  made 
these  remarks,  he  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressed his  determination  to  carry  out  the 
measures  of  reform  which  he  had  contem- , 
plated.  j! 

In  this  country,  especially,  the  move-jj 
ments  of  the  Czar  will  be  regarded  with  ;; 
much  interest.  The  constitutional  right  jj 
of  the  nobles  to  own  the  serf  dates  from  Ij 
the  foundation  of  the  Empire ; and  as  I 
many  of  them  have  already  evinced  a de-  | 
termination  to  defeat  the  intentions  of  the 
Czar,  who,  as  above  stated,  is  equally  de-  j 
termined  that  they  shall  be  carried  out, 
the  contest  must  be  a warm  one.  That  in 
the  end  the  reforms  now  contemplated  will 
be  made  is  most  probable  ; but  the  process 
by  which  the  object  will  be  attained  will 
be  one  most  interesting  to  all  who  are 
watching  the  progress  of  civilization. — jY. 
Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Letter  from  a Native  African. — 
The  name  of  Mrs.  Wilkins  is  well  known 
to  those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the 
African  missions.  She  was  one  of  the  first 
missionaries  sent  out  by  the  Methodist 
Missionary  Society.  She  returned  to  j 
this  country  a short  time  ago  in  impaired  [| 
health,  and  only  lived  a few  weeks.  The  j 
following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  writ-  ] 
ten  by  a native  African  to  the  mother  of ! 
Mrs.  Wilkins  : t 


debtedness.  Pray  for  us  that  we  may  be 
faithful  unto  death,  and  meet  her  in  hea- 
ven.”— Commercial  Mvertiser. 

The  Coolie  Trade. — The  Rev.  W.  C. 
Burns,  in  a letter  dated  at  Swatow,  gives 
an  account  of  the  Coolie  trade,  as  carried 
on  even  by  many  English  vessels,  which, 
if  the  fact  be  as  he  considers,  demands 
immediate  attention  and  inquiry.  It  is 
unjust  to  attack  the  French  for  their  emi- 
gration scheme  on  the  African  coast,  if  we 
are  ourselves  engaged  in  similar  adven- 
tures in  China : 

“ I have  nothing  of  special  interest  to 
add,  if  I except  what  I may  state  about 
the  Coolie  trade,  viz.,  that  it  is  becoming 
more  and  more  assimilated  to  slavery. 
The  natives  are  not  only  decoyed  away 
under  false  pretences,  but  are  even  kid- 
napped and  sold,  as  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
A man  was  put  to  death  a year  or  two 
ago,  by  crucifixion,  for  decoying  persons 
away  as  Coolies,  and  at  present  there  are 
proclamations  on  the  walls,  both  from  the 
magistrates  and  from  the  people,  offering 
rewards  for  the  apprehension  of  all  who 
are  engaged  in  a similar  way.  It  is  mel- 
oncholy  to  see  English  vessels  engaged  in 
such  a traffic.  The  Scotia  screw  steamer 
is  here  for  Coolies  now, — although  ves- 
sels carrying  the  British  flag  are  obliged 
to  put  into  Hong  Kong,  and  be  examined 
in  regard  to  the  willingness  to  go  of  those 
on  board.” 


“ I was  sorry  when  I heard  of  the  death 
of  my  school-mistress,  and  many  tears  ran 
down  my  cheeks.  She  had  taken  great 
pains  in  pointing  and  leading  me  to  the 
Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world.  I fancy  to  myself  I can 
hear  her  voice  at  times  now.  Never, 
never,  never  will  I forget  the  instruction 
I received  from  her  ; for  when  I was  taken  i 
from  my  native  forest  I was  as  a beast  of  | 
the  field  ; I was  ignorant^  knew  nothing  i 
of  my  Maker,  was  blind  to  the  operation  j 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  ; but  the  good  Lord,  1 
through  her  instrumentality,  brought  me  ! 
to  know,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  I was  | 
born  from  above.  Now  I am  able  to  read  j 
the  word  of  God,  and  I can  truly  sympa-  | 
thise  and  mourn  with  those  who  mourn  ' 
for  her.  I can  now  only  prepare  to  meet  | 
her  in  that  bright  word  above.  She  had  l 
taken  great  pains  to  instruct  myself  and  I 
wife  in  the  path  of  holiness,  and  we  feel  : 
in  our  hearts  indebted  to  her.  Mrs.  W'll-  ! 
kins  has  done  so  much  for  us,  raised  us  I 
both  from  small  infants,  brought  from  the  ' 
wilds  of  Africa  into  civilized  life,  our 
longues  fail  in  undertaking  to  tell  our  in- 1 


The  Difference. — TheN.  Y.  Journal 
of  Commerce  notices  the  paragraph  which 
stated  that  Robert  Morris,  the  colored 
j lawyer,  of  Boston,  bargained  for  a resi- 
I dence  in  Carysville,  but  that  the  select 
I white  inhabitants  of  that  locality  remon- 
I strated  with  the  owner  of  the  property  and 
! prevented  him  from  making  the  sale.  It 
I then  goes  on  to  contrast  this  statement 
with  that  of  the  sale  in  the  parish  of  Iber- 
ville, on  the  Mississippi,  of  the  estate  of 
the  late  Samuel  Harrison,  a few  weeks 
since.  There  were  assembled  a large 
number  of  the  neighboring  planters,  and 
I it  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  fash- 
i ionable  neighborhoods  in  the  State.  The 
I plantation  and  negroes  were  offered  in  a 
lump,  and  a spirited  bidding  ensued.  Fi- 
I rally  the  property  was  knocked  down  to 
j a free  negro,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
I and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  After  the 
j sale  the  price  was  commented  on,  but  there 
I wa.s  neither  a word  nor  look  of  disappro- 
j bation. 

I A Kentucky  Philanthropist. — Mr. 

I Jonathan  Hobson,  a highly  respected  citi- 
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zen  of  Bowling:  Green,  Kentucky,  arrived 
in  this  city  with  a negro  boy — his  slave — 
whom  he  placed  in  school,  with  a view  to 
his  manumission.  We  understand  that  : 
this  was  the  ninth  or  tenth  slave  he  has 
provided  for  in  this  manner.  Mr.  Hobson 
is  a member  of  the  Kentucky  Colonization 
Society.  He  is  obviously  a sincere  phi- 
lanthropist.— Cincinnati  Commercial,  18th. 

The  Rev.  H.  M.  McMillan,  of  Cedar- 
vilie,  Ohio,  one  of'  the  earliest  and  best 
friends  of  this  Society,  in  writing  to  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  reserve  two  collec- 
tions remitted  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  a 
young  colored  woman  and  her  sister,  who 
were  detained  from  "embarking,  as  they 
expected,  in  the  Stevens,  November  1st, 
but  who  intend  to  sail  next  spring,  ob- 
serves— 

“ They  are  designing  to  go  to  school 
this  winter.  The  money  that  I have 
raised  tor  them,  1 have  loaned  out,  till 
they  are  ready  to  go,  and  would  like  what 
is  sent  to  you,  be  preserved  for  them.  It 
was  raised  purposely  for  them,  and  to 
them,  in  case  they  go,  the  contributors 
desire  it  to  be  given.  I might  add  that 
the  father  of  these  girls,  I taught  myself, 
for  to  be  a teacher  in  Liberia.  He  was  to 
go  from  New  Orleans,  in  the  vessel  in 
which  the  cholera  was.  Not  going,  he 
went  to  teach  amongst  the  colored  people 
in  this  State,  where  he  married  the  mother 
of  these  girls.  He  is  now  dead,  and  has 
left  a family  of  six  or  eight  children,  and 
now  the  two  eldest  are  desirous  of  going 
to  Liberia,  where,  to  use  their  own  lan- 
guage, ‘ Women  are  women,  and  men 
men.  ’ Take  it  altogether,  what  a Provi- 
dence ! 

The  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Times  writes  from  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
that  some  forty  of  the  slaves  introduced 
into  Georgia  by  the  Wanderer,  had  ar- 
rived in  that  place  from  Macon,  and 
would  be  sent  down  that  river  to  the 
plantations  to  which  they  are  destined. 
We  take  it  for  granted  that  they  will  be 
arrested  by  the  officers  of  the  Federal 
Government. 

AFRICAN  EXPLORATION  FROM  ZANZIBAR. 

A private  letter,  dated  Zanzibar,  9th  of 
May,  appeared  in  the  Allgeminie  Zeitung 


of  December  6th,  stating  that  intelligence 
had  been  received  from  Captain  Burton 
and  Mr.  Speik.  They  had  reached  the 
great  African  inland  Lake,  and  were  ex- 
ploring its  shores.  They  were  in  fine 
health  and  spirits.  The  writer  says: 

“According  to  the  information  I have 
gathered  concerning  the  countries  South 
of  Abyssinia,  the  source  of  the  Soubat  is 
a large  lake  lying  southward  of  Abyssinia. 
In  the  vicinity  of  this  lake  are  to  be  found 
several  white  tribes,  viz:  the  Amara,  the 
Conso,  the  Amarakoke,  and  the  Rendike. 
The  two  first  named  stand  upon  a level 
with  the  Abyssinians  in  respect  to  civili- 
zation. They  all  seem  to  be  remnants  of 
the  ancient  ‘Church  in  Ethiope.’  lam 
now  preparing  a map  of  these  countries. 

“ It  is  reported  here,  that  Mr.  Burton 
has  been  appointed  consul  at  Zanzibar.” 


CAPT.  TOWNSEND  OF  THE  ECHO. 

Boston,  December  27. — Capt.  Townsend, 
of  the  reported  slave  brig  Echo,  left  here 
to-day  for  Key  West,  to  which  place  his 
trial  was  assigned,  under  the  escort  of  two 
Deputy  U.  S.  Marshals. 


Church  Edifice  transported  to  Li- 
beria.— The  bark  Holmes,  which  has 
just  sailed  from  New  York,  takes  the 
frame  of  a complete  chmrch  edifice  for  the 
Mission  under  the  care  of  Bishop  Payne 
at  Cape  Palmas.  It  is  large  enough  to 
accommodate  six  hundred  persons,  and 
cost  about  ^5,000.  It  is  the  gift  of  the 
Sunday  School  children  of  St.  George's 
Church,  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng  is  pastor. 


COLORED  church  MEMBERS. 

No  one  can  doubt  that  the  vast  number 
of  colored  church  members,  at  the  South, 
j will  exercise  a potent  influence  upon  the 
I future  destiny  of  the  rapidly  increasing 
j black  population  of  that  portion  of  our 
country  and  upon  Africa. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  given 
as  the  number  of  slaves  connected  with 
the  differ^tt  churches  of  the  South: 

I Methodist  Church,  South 200,000 

! Methodist,  North,  in  Virginia  and 

I Maryland 15,000 

Baptists 175,000 

* Old  School  Presbyterians 12,000 

j New  School  Presby’ns,  supposed,  6,000 

Cumberland  Presbyterians 20,000 

! Protestant  Episcopalians 7,000 

Campbellites  or  Christian  Church,  10,000 
All  other  sects  combined 20,000 

Total  colored  membership.  South ,465,000 
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Acknowledgment. 


Colonization  Office, 

Boston,  Dec.  23,  1858.  | 
Rev,  R.  R.  Gurley,  -i 

Dear  Sir  : — Allow  me  to  express^ 
through  the  Repository,  my  thanks 
to  the  kind  and  partial  friends  whci 


have  enabled  me,  by  a donation  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  become  a 
Director  for  Life  of.,the  American 
Colonization  Society. 

4 Joseph  Tracy. 

I 


Receipts  of  the  American  Coloilization  Society; 

From  the  20th  of  J^ov ember,  tto  the  20th^^pf  December,  1858. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Springfield — Legacy  left  by  the 
late  Miss  Harriet  Stebbins...  100  Otf 
By  Rev.  J.  Orcutt,  ($1,025,)  viz:  ■' 

The  undersigned  pay  the  sums 
affixed  to  our  several  names, 
for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  aid- 
ing in  the  transportation  of  the 
Massachusetts  emigrants  to 
Liberia,  and  constituting  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Tracy  a Life  Di- 
rector of  the  A.  C.  S. — 

Boston — James  Hayward,  Flenry 
Plympton,  James  C.  Dunn, 

Albert  Fearing,  Wm.  Ropes, 

Nath. Thayer,  $50  each;  Henry 

S.  Chase,  $30,  Rufus  Choate, 

T.  R.  Marvin,  Edward  Everett, 

and  others,  $290,  ($620.) 

Charlestown — Timothy  T.  Saw- 
yer, $25,  Calvin  Sampson,  $20, 

Daniel  White,  $20,  Edward 
Lawrence,  $15,  A.  R.  Thomp- 
son, Wm.  Tufts,  each  $10; 

and  others,  $150,  ($250.) 

(Much  credit  is  due  to  the  effi- 
cient efforts  of  our  earnest 
friend.  Dr.  A.  R.  Thompson, 

President  of  Col.  Society  of 
Charlestown,  for  aid  rendered 
in  this  behalf.)  Salem — Cash, 

$50;  J^ewhuryport — Cash,  $50; 
J^rlhampton-J ohn  Clarke, $30. 1,000  00 
Dr.  Benjamin  Barrett,  in  full, 

to  constitute  himself  a life- 
member 25  00 

1,125  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

By  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  ($40,)  viz: 
Providence — R.  H.  Ives,  $25,  A. 

D.  & J.  Y.  Smith,  $10,  H.  A. 

Rogers,  $5 

CONNECTICUT. 

Mystic  River — Mrs.  M.  L.  Ran- 
dall, for  herself  and  son 


By  Revfi  John  Orcutt,  ($42,)  viz: 

Southport — Z.  A.  Wakeman,$20; 
Morwich— Mrs.  Wm.  Williams, 

$10;  Meriden — J.  S.  Brooks, 

$5;  Stratford — Mrs.  Dea.  Jud- 
son,  $1.  Bethel — Collection  in 

Cong/ Church,  $6.  .* 42  00 

f NEW  YORK. 

New  Y6rk  Colonization  Society, 
for  pjassage  of  emigrants  and 

expenses  in  Liberia 837  14 

NEW  JERSEY. 

I New  Jersey  Col.  Society 900  00 

' Cold  Spring — By  Rev.  J . N . Dan- 

forth,  D.  D 9 05 


909  05 
14  54 


40  00 


5 00 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia-Per\n’a.  Col.  Society, 
DELAWARE. 

By  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth,  D.  D.: 

Wilmington — Central  Church,  to 
constitute  Mrs.  AViswell  a life 
member,  J.  W.  Maury,  $20, 

L.  P.  Butler,  $10,  others,  $71.  101  00 

Mw  Castle, $\6. S3',  Dover, $21. 22; 

Mewark — $3.63;  Middletown — 

$3.35;  Odessa — $6.62;  Glasgow, 

$10.04;  Christiana — $3.66;  Mil- 
ford—$8.00 77  25 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.  178  25 

' By  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth,  D.  D., 
($264.45,)  viz: 

Washington — A.  V.  Brown,  $50, 

J.  B.  Floyd,  $20,  J.  Hillyer, 

S.  Casey,  S.  Ingham,  C.  E. 

Mix,  W.  Selden,  $10  each; 
D.CIaggett,  $20;  Sundry  others 
j $56— $196,  of  which,  $190  are 

toward  constituting  James  Bu- 
chanan a Life  Director;  Mem- 
bers of  Foundry  Church  ,$8.25; 

Members  of  M.  E.  Church, 

South,  $27.55;  Wesley  Chapel, 

$15.15,— $50.95.  Georgetown 
— Meth.  Prot.  Church,  $12.50, 

Cash, $5— $17.50 264  45 
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VIRGINIA. 

.Alexandria — By  Rev.  J.N.  Dan- 
forth,  D.  D.:  From  sundry 
persons,  ^120.45;  Rev.  Mr. 
Shutes’  Church,  $27,  Rev.  H. 
Read’s  Church,  near  the  Falls, 

$26.63  

Forks  of  Wheeling — Pres. Church, 
collection  by  the  Rev.  James 
Hervey,  D.  D 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Wilmington — Rev.  A.  Empie,  D. 

D 

Pioneer  Mills — Collection  by  Rev. 
D.  A.  Penick. 


GEORGIA. 

%.lugusta — R. Campbell,  $30,  Miss 

H.  B.  Longstreet,  $10 

OHIO. 

Palmyra— Stephen  Edwards.... 

By  Rev.  E.  G.  Nicholson,  ($303- 
.50,)  viz: 

Findlay — Wm.  Taylor,  F.  Hen- 
derson, S.  Carlin,  W.  Vance, 
W.  R.  Pray,  $10  each ; P.  Car- 
lin, H.  Porch,  each  $5;  J. 
Parker,  $3;  Mrs.  P.  M.  Cron- 
inger,  A.  Parsons,  H.  P.  Gage, 
$2  each;  others,  $3 — $72.  Car- 
iey — John  Carey,  $10,  Wm. 
Brown,  $5,  D.  Park,  Straw  & 
Co.,  $2  each — $19.  Kenton — 
Mrs.  W.  Carey,  $5,  H.  Jetson, 
$2 — $7.  Sandusky — O.Follett, 
G.  M.  Weston,  $5  each — $10. 
Cleveland — W.  J.  Gordon,  $25, 
James  F.  Clarke,  L.  D.  Mc- 
Millan, A.  Stone,  jr.,  $10  each ; 
0.  Hough,  John  Carlisle,  C. 
W.  Oviatt,  H.  Harvey,  P. 
Chamberlin,  J.  S.  Matherby, 
N.  C.  Winslow,  Woolson, 
Hitchcock  & Co.  $5  each — $95. 
Cincinnati — Collection  in  7th 
Pres.  Church,  $20.50.  Hamil- 
ton— Wm.  H.  Miller,  $10. 
Chilicothe — Rev.  G.  W.  Du- 
Bois,  John  Reed,  John  Mar- 
field,  J.  R.  Whittermore,  G. 
Renick,  D.  Douglass,  J.  R. 
Allston,  C.  A.  Trimble,  A. 
Renick,  D.  Garfield,  William 
McKell,  each  $4  for  donation 
and  $1  for  Repository  to  Jan. 
1860;  Wm.  B.  Franklin,  Thos. 
Miller,  Mrs.  Dr.  Williams,  $3 
each;  TI.os.  E.  Massie,  T.  S. 
Goodsun,jr.  each  $2 — $100.50. 


f 


174  08  ' 

15  00 
189  08  j! 

10  00  j; 

5 00  I 
ii 

15  00 

ji 

40  00  !' 

10  00 


i 


! 

303  50  i! 


By  Rev.  B.  0.  Plimpton,  ($99.25) 
viz: 

Canton — Hon.  B.  S.  Seiter,  C. 
Spangles,  H.  H.  Myers,  J.  F. 
Reynolds,  A.  Riem,  $10  each; 

S.  Taylor,  J.  Martin,  G.  W. 

Belden,  $5  each;  others,  $1.75 
— $66.75.  Brooklin-hewi Booth, 

A.  W.  Poe,  J.  M.West,  Sarah 
J.  Stores,  Rev.  G.  A.  Reeder, 

Rev.  J.  Fish,  Sarah  Stores,  $1 
each;  Sam.  Stores,  $3^  others, 

$13  50.  Perkins — $20 99  25 


412  75 

INDIANA. 

Princeton — Rev.  J.  D.  Paxton..  9 00 

FOR  REPOSITORY. 

Connecticut. — flew  Haven-Syl- 

vanus  Butler,  in  full 2 00 

New  York. — fTorwich — Rev.  D. 
Buttolph,  Dr.  Daniel  Bellows, 

$1  each,  to  Jan.  1860 2 00 

Virginia. — fTorfolk — E.  R.  Gale, 

$l  to  May,  ’59,  Rev.  W.  Mc- 
Gee, $1  to  March,  ’58.  Rich- 
mond— Richard  Forrester,  $1 
in  full,  Wm.  Williamson,  Cor- 
nelius Crow,  John  0.  Steger, 

$1  each,  to  Jan.  ’59;  Ch.  B. 
Williams,  Mitchell  & Taylor, 

$2  each,  to  Jan.  ’59;  Miss  E. 

S.  Van  Lew,  $3  to  Jan.  ’58; 

James  B.  Burwell,  $4  in  full; 

Thomas  Sampson,  $3  to  Jan. 

’59,  J.  H.  Gardner,  $4  to  Jan. 

’59,  Hancock  Lee,  $4  to  Jan. 

’59.  By  Rev.  W.  H.  Starr..  28  00 
North  CAROLiNA.-Edcnfon-Miss 

Frances  Roulhoc,  to  April, ’59,  1 00 

Tennessee.  — Covington  — Mrs. 

Lucy  A.  Byars,  in  full,  $1. 

Cleveland — Joe  Nachee,  to  Jan. 

’60,  $1 2 00 

Ohio. — Brooklin — Sam’l  Stores, 
to  Jan.  ’60,  $1.  florth  Benton 
— Stephen  Miller,  Peter  Laza- 
rus, $1  each,  to  April,  ’59. . . . 3 00 


Total  Repository 38  00 

Donations 4,081  26 

Legacy 100  00 


earnings  of  ship  M.  C.  STEVENS: 

Freight  & passage  home,  Voy.D,  3,359  06 
Do.  out,  YoyageE,  5,336  55 

The  Society’s  freight  for  the  year 


estimated  at 1,774  69 

Emigrants’  passage,  estimated  at  4,585  00 

General  Aggregate .$19,136  56 


use  in  Library  only 
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